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PREFACE. 


8 HE ſermon dh gave i 


theſe, having been offered to the 
| world as a ſermon of Y: prick % 
> 2M hope the moſt ſerious reader 2 
will find nothing to offend c 
1 55 him, in my continuing theſe 


two volumes under the fame 


title : leſt it ſhould be other- 
wiſe, 1 have added a ſecond. | 


title page wich the real name 


A3 a 


riſe to the publication 1 


© PREPAGE. 


of the author - — the firſt will 
ſerve the bookſeller J purpoſe, 
as Yoricks name is poſſibly of 
the two the more known; — 
8 and the ſecond will caſe the 
minds of thoſe who ſee a jeſt, - 
and the danger which lurks un- 


deri it where no o jeſt: was meant. . 


I ſuppoſe it is needleſs to in- : 
form the publick, that the rea- 
Jon of printing theſe ſermons, 6 


ariſes altogether from th e fa- | 0g 


vourable : 


PRE F A GE. vii 
vourable reception, w which the 
ſermon given as a ſample of 
them in TrIsTRAM n 
met with from the world; — r 
That a Sermon was printed is 
itſelf ſome years ago, but could 
find neither purchaſers nor rea- 


ders; ſo that! apprehended little 


hazard from a promiſe [ made — 


upon its republication, 00 That 
i the ſermon Was liked, 
be theſe ſhould be alſo at the 
4. world 8 fervice;” which, to 
A4 be 


e eee or BE r — —— — 2 


PREFACE. f 


be as is good as my word, they 

| Here are, and pray to Gov, 
they may do it the ſervice ! 
wiſh. 1 have little to fay i in their 

- behalf, except this, that not one 
of chem was compoſed with any = 
thoughts of being printed; — 
| they have been haſtily written, 5 

and carry the marks of it along 

with them. — This may be no - 


recommendation; — I mean it 


| however as ſuch; for as the ſer- 


| mons turn chief) y u pon philan- 


hays 


PREFACE. ix 


thropy, a 1 thoſe kindred 1 vir- 

tues to it, upon which hang 
all the law and the prophets, 55 

1 truſt they will be x no leſs felt, " 
or worſe received, for the evi- 

5 dence they bear, of proceeding 
more from the heart than the 
| head. 1 have nothing to add, 
- but that the reader, upon old 


and beaten ſubjects, muſt not 


look for many new choughts, : 
— tis well if he has new lan- 


Y guage; in three or four paſ- 


— fages, 


* PREPACE 
ſages, where he has: neither 


5 the one nor the other, I have 
quoted the author I made free 


have ads" the ſame be hoopla 


but tis only ſuſpicion, for I do 
not remember:i it is ſo, otherwiſe 
1 ſhould have reſtored them to 

their proper owners, ſo that EE 


put itin here more as a general 


ſaving, than from a conſciouſ- 


neſs of having much to anſwer 


Y | for 


with—there | are ſome other - 


PRE F ACE. xi 


for upon that ſcore: in this 


however, and every ching elſe, 


7 which I offer, or ſhall offer to 


the world, I reſt, with the heart | 
- much at caſe, upon the protec- 
tion of the humane and can- 


did, from whom I have receiv- 


ol; many favours, for which I 


| beg leave to return them 


thanks---thanks. 
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Ps ALM iv. 6. 


7, here be many that ſay, Who will fhew us 2 


any good? —Lord, lift thou up the 1b Uo 
of thy countenance upon 15. 


\HE great pit of man is 
after happineſs: it is the firſt 

and ſtrongeſt deſire of his na- 
ture; — in every ſtage of his life, he 
ſearches for it, as for hid treaſure;— 
courts ĩt under a thouſand different ſhapes, 


— and though perpetually diſappointed, 


A ſtill perſiſts — runs after and enquires 
for it afreſh —aſks every paſſenger who 


comes in his way, Who will ſhew bini 


8 any good ? Who will aſſiſt him in the 
attainment of it, or direct him to the 
„ diſco- 


. EK AT ON. L 
ditfcovery of this ere! end ef all tis. 
wiſhes? | | 


\ He | is told by one, to ſearch fer it 


among the more gay and youthful plea- 
ſures of life, in ſcenes of mirth and 
| ſprightlineſs where happineſs ever pre- 
ſides, and is ever to be known by the 
joy and laughter which he will ſee, at 
once painted in her looks, _ 


1 ſecond; with a graver aßpect, points : 
out to the coſtly dwellings which pride 
and extravagance have erected: — tells the 
enquirer that the object he is in ſearch 

5 of inhabits there; — that happineſs lives _ 
only 1 in company with the great, in the 

midit of much pomp and outward ſtate. 
525 That he will eaſily find her out by "the 

coat of many colours ſhe bas on, and the | 
5 great _ and expence of equipage 
and 


= 


Þ, iv & 
hd j ! * 


9 E R M. 0 x qt * 
and furniture with which ſhe always | ſits 


2 # 5 1 1 7 
ſurrounded. 
eotlli 


; The: miſer diefe Gop!— 1 
ow any one would miſlead, and wilfully 
put him upon ſo wrong a ſcent — con- 


vinces him that happineſs and extrava- 


gance never inhabited under the ſame 
roof; — that if he would not be diſap- 
pointed in his ſearch, he muſt look into 
the plain and thrifty dwelling of the pru- 
dent man, who knows and underſtands 
the worth of money, and cautiouſly lays 
it up againſt an evil hour: that it is not 
the proſtitution of wealth upon the paſ- 
ſions, or the parting with it at all, that 
conſtitutes happineſs — but that it is the 
keeping i it together, and the having : and 
holding it faſt to him and his heirs for 
ever, which are the chief attributes chat 
form iy great t idol of human Worſhip 
'B 4 Ni SR to | 


„ SERMONTE 


to which do much incenſe 1s, offered up 


; oy day. 


5 The epicure, bush he cofily rectiſics 


ſo groſs a miſtake, yet at the ſame time 


he plunges him, if poſſible, into a _ * 


for hearing the object of his purſuit 


be happineſs, and knowing of no 0 a 


happineſs than what is ſeated immedi- 
ately in the ſenſes — he ſends the enqui- 


rer there ;—tells him *tis in vain to ſearch. 


 eliewhere for it, than where nature her- 


ſelf has placed it — in the indulgence 
and gratification of the appetites, which 


are given us for that end: and in a word 


L if he will not take his opinion in the 


matter — he may truſt the word of a 


much wiſer man, who has aſſured us— 


that there is nothing better in this world, 
than that a man ſhould eat and drink and 


rejoice i in his works, and make his ſoul 


rd} 3 | enjoy 


ms _. 
9 


enjoy good in his boar bor thar 1 


his portion. | TEAS 


j 10 reſcue him from this brutal expe- 
riment— ambition takes him by the 
hand and carries him into the world,. 
ſhews him all the kingdoms of the earth 
and the glory of them, - points out the 
many ways of advancing his fortune 
and railing himſelf to honour, — lays 
before his eyes all the charms and be- 
witching temptations of power, and aſks 
if there can be any happineſs in this 
world like that of being careſſed, 
courted, flattered and followed? 


: To cloſe all, the philoſopher meets 


him buſtling in the full career of this 


purſuit — ſtops him — tells him, if he 


is in ſearch of Neude ke 4 is far pu _ 


out of his way. n E 1 o 
ES That 


* SERMON 1k 


That chis deity has ws been baniſhed 
r noiſe and tumults, where there was 
no reſt found for her, and was fled into 
ſolitude far from all commerce of the 
world; and in a word, if he would find 
her, he muſt leave this buſy and intri- 
guing ſcene, and go back to that peace- 
ful ſcene of retirement and books, from 
which he . ſet out. Fn = 


in; this circle too often 3 a man 5 
run, tries all experiments, and generally 
fits down weary and diſatisfied with 
them all at laſt—in utter deſpair of ever 
-accompliſhing what he wants — nor 
knowing what to truſt to after ſo many 
diſappointments; or where to lay the 
fault, whether in the incapacity. of his 
on nature, or the inſufficiency of the 
Snbpmente themſelves. 


In 


ceived by the many who pretend thus 


"In this uncertain and bene ne | 
_-—— without knowledge which way to 

turn or where to betake ourſelves: for 
refuge —— fo often abuſed and de- 


to ſhew us any good — Logp! ſays 5 
the pſalmiſt, lift up the light of thy 
countenance upon us. Send us ſome 


rays of thy grace and heavenly wiſdom, "1 


in this benighted ſearch after happinels, 
to direct us ſafely to it. O Gop ! let 
us not wander for ever without a guide, 
in this dark region in endleſs purſuit 
of our miſtaken good, but onlightan 5 
our eyes that we ſleep not in death 
open to them the comforts of ly if 
holy word and religion — 8 
the light of thy countenance upon u.,. 
| and make us en the 0 n ſatiſ- 

— 


& 5 ERA O N I. 


faction of living in the true faith and fear- 
of Thice, which only can carry us to this 
haven of reſt where we would be—that 
ſure haven, where true Joys are to be - 
found; which will at length not only an- 
ſwer all our expectations — but ſatisfy 
the moſt unbounded of our wiſhes, for 
ever and ever. 


fi Wc thus opened, naturally re- 
duce the remaining part of the diſcourſe 

under two heads.—The firſt part of the _ 
verſe—** there be many that ſay, Who 

will ſhew-us any good ?*—To make 
ſome reſlections upon the inſufficiency 
of moſt of our enjoyments towards the 
attainment of happineſs, upon ſome of ö 
the moſt received plans on which * tis 
5 ce ee 


: , , Js 14 1 1 + +» : * 3 f 
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CL (1191. 10 101 858 
nest examination of which will lead 
us up to the ſource, and true ſecret of 
all happineſs, ſuggeſted to us in the latter 
part of the verſe Lord ! lift thou up 
the light of thy countenance upon us” 
E that there can be no real happinefs 
without religion and virtue, and the al- 
ſiſtance of God's Grace and Holy Spirit 
to direct our lives in the true 3 of * 


Let us enquire into the Spins 
ments of human happineſs, on ſome of 
the moſt received plans on which 'tis 
generally ſought for and e wad 
the bulk of mankind. 1 | 


There is hardly any ſubject more ex- 
hauſted, or which at one time or other 
has afforded more matter for argument 
and declamation, than this one, of the 
| In- 


to 8 ER MON I. 
| inſufſiciency of our enjoyments. Scarce 

A teformed ſenſualiſt from Solomon down 
to our on days, who has not in ſome 


bits of repentance or diſappointment ut- 


tered ſome ſharp reflection upon the emp- 


tineſs of human pleaſure, and of the 
vanity of vanities which diſcovers itſelf 


in all the purſuits of mortal man. — But 
the miſchief has been, that though fo 
many good things have been ſaid, they 


have generally had the fate to be con- = 


ſidered either as the overflowings of diſ- 
guſt from ſated appetites which could no 


longer reliſh the pleaſures of life, or as 


the declamatory opinions of recluſe and 


ſplenetic men who had never taſted them 


at all, and conſequently were thought 
no judges of the matter. So that *tis no 
great wonder, if the greateſt part of ſuch _ 


reflections, however juſt in themſelves 


© of -furure' happineſs 3 ant cher die Don 


8ER MON I. at 
and founded on truth and 2 knowledge 
of the world, are found to leave little 
impreſſion where er the imag magination wiis 


lectures that have been read upon the va- 
nity of the world, ſo feldom ſtop a man 
in the purſuit of the object of his defire, 


or give him half the conviction, that the 


poſſeſſion of it will, and whar the expe- 

_ rience of his own life, or a careful obſer- 
vation upon the life of others, do at 

| _ m_—_ confirm to us on. 109 


Let us endeavour 1 to try he th 
upon this iſſue ; and inſtead of recurring 
to the common arguments, or taking any 


one's word in the caſe, let us truſt to 


matter of fact; and if, upon enquiry, it 


Appears that the actions of. mankind! are 05 


not to be accounted for upon any other 
prin- 


N «i v& Mend 
G OA * 3 
7 * E z 
„„ : ". 
ö 0 * 


Rant, 


nn S$ERMONILI 
|  -principle, but this of the inſufficiency - 
of Our enjoyments, *twill go farther to- 
wards the eſtabliſhment of the truth of 
this part of the diſcourſe, than a thou- 
ſand ſpeculative arguments which might 
be offered upon the occaſion. 


Abs i we take a ler of the life 
of man from the time he is come to rea- 
ſon, to the lateſt decline of it in old age 
ve ſhall find him engaged, and gene- 
rally hurried on in ſuch a ſucceſſion of 

different purſuits, and different opinions 
of things, through the different ſtages of 
his life—as will admit of no explica- 
tion, but this, that he finds no reſt for 
the ſole of his foot, on any of the 
where he a been led to ren it. 


4 5 


1 he moment he is got looſe from tus 
tors and governors, and is left to judge 


e . 


"8 SERMON I. xy 
for himſelf, and purſue' this ſcheme his 


oven way — his firſt thoughts are gene- 


he is going to enter upon, from the free 


enjoyment of the pleaſures in which he 
ſees others of his age and fortune en- 
| gaged. | fy 


In conſequence of this — take notice, 


how his imagination is caught by every 


glittering appearance that flatters this 
expectation.— Obſerve what impreſſions 
are made upon his ſenſes, by diverſions, 
mulic, dreſs, and beauty — and how his | 
ſpirits are upon the wing, flying in pur- 
ſuit of them; that you would think he 
_ eould never have enough. -- 


Leave him to himſelf a few years, till 
the edge of appetite is worn down—and _ 
you will ſcarce know him again. Tou 

„„ 


h Wen 
will. find him entered, into engpagemedia 


and {ctting) up tor a man of buſineſs and 
conduct, talking of no other happineſs 


but what centers in projects of making 
che moſt of this world, and providing 
tor his children and children's. children 
after chem. Examine his notions, he 


will tell you, that the gayer pleaſures 


of youth, are only fit for thoſe. who 
know not how to diſpoſe of themſelves 

and time to better advantage. That 

however fair and promiſing they might 
appear to a man unpractiſed in them 
they were no better than a life of folly 
and impertinence, and ſo far from an- 
ſwering your expectations of happineſs, 
etwas well if you eſcaped without pain.— 
That in every experiment he had tried, 


he had found more bitter than ſweet; and 
for the little pleaſure one could ſnatch 


5 it too often left a terrible ſting behind it: 


Beſides, 


8 ERM ON I. 15 
Beſides; did the balance he on che other 
fide, he would tell you there could be 

no true fatisfackion where a life runs on 
in ſo giddy a circle, out of Which a wife 
man ſhould extricate himſelf as ſoon as he 
can, that he may begin to look forwards. 
= That it becomes a man of character 
and conſequence to lay aſide childiſh 
things, to take care of his intereſts, to 


eſtabliſh the fortune of his family, and = 


place it out of want and dependence: 
and in a word, if there is ſuch a thing 
as happineſs upon earth, it muſt conſiſt 
in the accompliſhment of this; — and 
for his own part, if God ſhould proſper 
his endeavours ſo as to be worth ſuch 

x ſum, or to be able to bring ſuch a 

point to bear — he ſhall be one of the 


| happieſt of the ſons of men. — In ful! 


—conrives—riſcs early-late takes reſt, 
PLA 31 ts: and 


„ eee eee. e 


ven wn mrs uy—ę—ẽ — — —— og 


46 + SERMON. I. 

and eats ha bread of carefulneſs, till at 
length, by hard labour and perſeverance, 
he has reached, if not outgone the object 
he had firſt in view. — When he has got 
thus far—if he is a plain and ſincere man, 
he will make no ſcruple to acknowledge 
truly what alteration he has found in 


himſelf. —If you aſk him he will tell you 
rhat his imagination painted ſomething 


before his eyes, the reality of which he 


has not yet attained to: that with all the 


accumulations of his wealth, he neither 


lives the merrier, ſleeps the ſounder, , or 
has leſs care and anxiety upon his ſpirits 
than at his firſt 1 out. 


Perhaps, you'll ſay, ſome dignity, ho- 


nour, or title only is wanting — Oh! 
could 1 accompliſh that, as there would 
be nothing left then for me to wiſh, 
8000 Son! how happy ſhould I bel. 


An. 


£ able e lems or them.” 


Tis fein the be- Ahe Sanity or . 
though they crown his head with honour 
Ladd not one cubit to his happineſs, 
Upon ſumming up the account, all is 


found to be ſeated merely in the imagi- 


nation. The faſter he has purſued, the 
faſter the phantom fled before him, . 
and to uſe the Satyriſt's compariſon 
of the chariot wheels, — haſte as they 
will, they muſt for ever 1 the ſame ö 
__— g 


But Gi F wink 1 have been thus 


far diſappointed in my expectations of 


happineſs from the poſſeſſion of riches— 
Let me try whether I ſhall not meet 
« with it, in the ſpending and faſhion- 


F WL | 14.2 


Kihola! T will get me ad pd. 


| make me great. works, and build me 


8 1 f eee 


7 * * 4 \ o " 
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„ and plant me vineyards,” and 


- 18 his gardens and pogls of water, 
And J will get me ſervants and maidens; 

and ' whatſoever my eyes deſire, IT wall 
not keep from mem, 


5 Io onaſerption of this — he drops all _ 
gainful purſuits — withdraws himſelf 


from the buſy part of the world — rea- 


lizes — pulls down — builds up again, 
— Buys ſtatues, pictures plants and 
plucks up by the roots levels moun- 
tains — and fills up vallies — turns rivers 
into dry ground, and dry ground into 
rivers. — Says unto this man, go, and 
he goeth, and unto another, do this, 
and he doeth it, - and whatſoever his foul 
luſteth after of this kind, he withholds 

not from it. When every thing is thus 


planned by himſelf, and executed accord- 


ing to his wiſh and direction, ſurely he 


_ a__ . - 
2 * — 
. 8 


8 ERH O N I. | 19 


d arrived to the accompliſhment of his 
wiſhes, and has got to the ſummit of all 
human happineſs ?—Let the moſt fortu- 


nate adventurers in this way, anſwer the 


queſtion for him, and ſay — how often 


it riſes higher than a bare and. ſimple 
amufement—and well, if you can com- 


pound for that ſince tis often purchaſed 
at ſo high a price, and ſo ſoured by 1 


mixture of other incidental vexations, as 


to become too often a work of repen- 
tance, which in the end will extort the 
ſame ſorrowful confeſſion from him, 
Which it did from Solomon, in the like 


caſe, — Lo! I looked on all the works. 


that my hands had wrought, and on the 
labour that I had laboured to do- and 


behold all was vanity and vexation of 


ſpirit — and there was nv profit t to me 
"Wy the ſan; e 93 


T2! 


Fr P 
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i To inflame this account the more 
will be no miracle, if upon caſting it up 
he has gone farther lengths than he firſt 
intended, run into expences which have 
| intangled his fortune, and brought him- 

{elf into ſuch difficulties as to make way 
for the laſt experiment he can try — and 
that is, to turn miſer, with no happineſs 
in view but what is to riſe out of the 
little deſigns of a ſordid mind, ſet upon 
ſaving and ſcraping. up, all he has ** 
— ditioufly ſpent. 55 
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„in this laſt 9 behold him a poor 
trembling wretch, ſhut up from all man- 
kind — 


-finking into utter contempt; 


I ſpending careful days and ſleepleſs nights 
ﬀ in purſuit of what a narrow and contraſted 
7 15 Heart can never enjoy :—and let us here 
ll 5 leave him to the conviction he will one I 
| "oF find—That there is no end of his la- 1 


| 15 | bour 
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bour That his eyes will never be ſatiſ- 
fied with riches, or will ſay — For whom 
do I labour and bereave myſelf of reſt? 
his is alſo a ſore travel. 
I believe this is no uncommon picture f 
of the diſappointments of human life — 
and the manner our pleaſures and enjoy- 
ments ſlip from under us in every ſtage 


of our life. And though I would not 


be thought by it, as if I was denying 
. the reality of pleaſures, or diſputing the 


being of them, any more, than one 


would the reality of pain —yet I muſt 
| obſerve on this head, that there is a plain 
diſtinction to be made betwixt pleaſure 

and happineſs. For though there can be 


no happineſs without pleaſure —yet the 


reverſe of the propoſition will not hold 


true. — We are ſo made, that from the 


common gratifications of our appetites, 


and the impreſſions of a thouſand objects, 


we. 
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wo fiiatch the one, like a tranſient gleam, 
without' being ſuffered to taſte the other, 
and enjoy the perpetual ſun-ſhine and 
fair weather which conſtantly attend * 


This, 1 contend, is only to be found in 


5 religion in the conſciouſneſs of virtue 
and the ſure and certain hopes of a better 
life, which brightens all our proſpects, 
and leaves no room to dread diſappoint- 


ments — becauſe the expectation of it is 


built upon a rock, whoſe foundations are 


as deep as thoſe of heaven and hell. 


And tho” in our pilgrimage * 
this world — fome of us may be fo for- 
tunate as to meet with ſome clear foun- 
tains by the way, that may cool, for a 
few moments, the heat of this great 
thirſt of happineſs — yet our Saviour, 
who knew the world, tho' he enjoyed 
but little of it, tells us, that whoſoever 
drinketh of vas: water will thirſt again: 
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and we all find by experience it is ſo, 
and by reaſon that it always muſt be ſo. 


. See with a ſhort obſervation - 
upon Solomon 8 evidence i in this caſe. 


Never did the buly brain of a lean ad - 


| heftick chemiſt ſearch for the philoſo- 


pher's ſtone with more pains and ardour _ 


than this great man did after happineſs.— _ 
He was one of the wiſeſt enquirers into 
nature— had tried all her powers and ca- 
pacities, and after a thouſand vain ſpecu- 

luations and vile experiments, he affirmed 
at length, it lay hid in no one thing he 
had tried like the chemiſt's projections 
all had ended in ſmoak, or what was 

worſe, in vanity and vexation of ſpirit: 

— the concluſion of the whole matter 

was this — that he adviſes every man 


who would be happy, to fear GO and ; 


keep his commandments. 
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The Houſe of Feaſting 
AND „ 

The Houſe of Mourning 
Deſcribee. 
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5 [It is better to go to the houſe of mourning, 
e to the — of org Rome 


T HAT 1 deny bes let us bear 
1 the wiſe man's reaſoning upon it 
ni endo all-in; and the 
living will lay it to his heart : ſorrow is 
better than laughter — for a crack'd> 
brain'd order of Carthuſian "monks, 1 
grant, but not for men of the world : 
For what purpoſe, do you imagine; has 


God made us? for the ſocial ſweets: of 


the well-watered vallies where he has 
_ Planted us, or for the dry and diſmal 
deſert of a Sierra Merena? are the ſad 
accidents of * and the uncheery hours 
| 5 WO . 
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bPhich perpetually overtake us, are they 
not enough, but we muſt ſally forth in 
queſt of them, — belye our own hearts, 
and ſay as your text would have 
us, that they are better than thoſe of 
joy did the Beſt of Beings ſend us into 
the world for this end — to go weeping 
through it, — to vex and ſhorten a life 
ſhort and vexatious enough already? do 
you think, my good preacher, that he 
Pho is infinitely happy, can envy us our 
enjoyments? or that a being ſo infinitely 
kind would grudge a mournful traveller, 
the ſhort reſt and refreſhments neceſſary” 
to ſupport his ſpirits through the ſtages; 
of a weary pilgrimage ? or that he 
would call him to a ſevere reckoning, 
heecauſe in his way he had haſtily ſnatched 
At ſome little fugacious pleaſures, merely 
tos ſweeten this uneaſy journey of life, 


and veconcile him to zhe ruggedneſs of 
1 IDR | «| | .a« the 
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the road, and the many hard audings he 
is ſure to meet with ? Conſider, I beſeech 


you, what proviſion and accommoda- 


| tion, the Author of our being has pre- 
pared for us, that we might not go on 
our way ſorrowing — 
ravanſeras of reſt—what powers and fa- 
culties he has given us for taking it — 

| what apt objects he has placed in our way 
to entertain us; — ſome of which he has 
made ſo fair, ſo exquiſitely fitted for this 
end, that they have power over us for a 
time to charm away the ſenſe of pain, 
to cheer up the dejected heart under 


- how many ca- 


poverty and ſickneſs, and make it * 


and remember i Its miſeries no more. 


I will not contend at preſent againſt 
this rhetorick; I would chooſe rather for 
a moment to go on with the allegory, and 
ſay we are travellers, and, in the moſt 
Vor. I. D_  - K 
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| affecting ſenſe of that ies. that like 


 tyavellers, though upon buſineſs of the 
: laſt and neareſt concern to us, may ſurely 


be allowed to amuſe ourſelves with the 


natural or artificial beauties of the coun- 
try we are paſſing through, without re- 
proach of forgetting the main errand we 
are ſent upon; and if we can ſo order 
it, as not to be led out of the way, by 
the variety of proſpects, edifices, and 
ruins which ſolicit us, it would be a 


ufa piece of nee to Hur 


But let us not ifs Gebr of the argu- 
ment 1n Purſuit of the ſimile. 


Lat us remember, various as our ex- 
curſions are — that we have ſtill ſet our 
faces towards Jeruſalem that we have a 
place of reſt and happineſs, towards which 
| mY * 1 


we haſten, and that the way to get there 
is not ſo much to pleaſe our hearts, as 
: to improve them in virtue that mirth 
and feaſting are uſually no friends to 
atchievements of this kind — but that a 
ſeaſon of affliction is in ſome ſort a 
ſeaſon of piety——not only becauſe our 

ſufferings are apt ro put us in mind of 
our ſins, but that by the check and in- 
terruption which they give to our pur- 
ſuits, they allow us what the hurry and 
| buflle of the world too often deny us,— 


and that is, a little time for reflection, 


Which is all that moſt of us want to 
make us wiſer and better men; that 
at certain times it is ſo neceſſary, a man's 
mind ſhould be turned towards itſelf, that 
rather than want occaſions, he had bet- 
ter purchaſe them at the expence of his 
| preſent happineſs. — He had better, as 
dhe text expreſſes it, go 1% the houſe of 


Is mourn = 
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mourning, where he will meet with ſome⸗ 


O 


thing to ſubdue his paſſions, than to the 


Houle « of feaſting where the Joy and gaier 


of the place is likely to excite them 7 ak 
That whereas the entertainments and ca- 


reſſes of the one place, expoſe his heart 


and lay it open to temptations the ſor- | 


rows of the other defend it, and as natu- 


rally ſhut them from it. So ſtrange and 
unaccountable a creatute is man! he is ſo 
framed, that he cannot but purſue hap- 
pineſs— and yet unleſs he is made ſome- 
times miſerable, how apt is he to miſtake 
the way which can only lead him to the 
| accompliſhment of his own wiſhes ! 


| This is the full fi of the wiſe n man's 
declaration. — But to do farther juſtice 
ro his words, I will endeavour to bring 

45 the ſubject {till nearer, —Fe or which pur- : 
= iſ poſe, ir will be Ronny © to ) ſtop. here, 
and 


7. 911 
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N an . 
"and take a tranſient view of the two 
Places here referred to, — the neck 1 


mourning, and the houſe of feaſting. 
Give me leave therefore, 1 beſeech you, 
to recal both of them for a moment, to 
your imaginations, that from thence 1 
may appeal to your hearts, how faithful- 
ly, and upon what good grounds, the ef- 
fects and natural operations of each upon 
our minds are intimared | in the text. 2 


And frſt, let us look i into | the e houſe 


; of feaſting. 


: 1304} 


And here, to be as fair and cindid ; as 
poſſible in the deſcription of this, we 


will not take it from the worſt originals, : 
: ſuch as are opened merely for the fale 
of virtue, and ſo calculated for the end, 
that the diſguiſe each is under not only 8 


as ov 


gives. power ſafely to drive on che bar 
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f 


gain, but ſafely to carry it into exeeu- 


tion too. 


This we 1 not + fqwpas to be the 


caſe—nor let us even imagine, the houſe 
ol feaſting, to be ſuch a ſcene of intem- 
perance and excels, as the houſe of feaſt- 
ing does often exhibit ; but let us take 
it from one, as little exceptionable as we 
can here there is, or at leaſt appears, : 
nothing really criminal — 
every thing ſeems to be kept within 
the viſible bounds of moderatiog: and | 


but where 


ſobriety. 


| Imagine then ſuch a houſe of feaſt- 


= ing, where either by conſent or invita- 
tion a number of each ſex is drawn to- 


gether for no other purpoſe but the en- 


joyment and. mutual entertainment of 


each other, which we will ſuppoſe ſhall 
| ariſe 
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: atiſe from no other pleaſures but What 
cuſtom authoriſes, and a does not 
ny forbid. on 


15 Before we enter let us examine, 
what muſt be the ſentiments of each in- 
dividual previous to his arrival, and we 
ſhall find that however they may differ 
from one another in tempers and opini- 

ons, that every one ſeems to agree in 
this — that as he is going to a houſe 
- dedicared to joy and mirth, it was fir he 
| ſhould diveſt himſelf of whatever was 
likely to contradict that intention, or be 
inconſiſtent with it. — That for this 
purpoſe, he had left his cares — his ſe- 
rious thoughts and his moral reflec- | 


tions behind him, and was come forth 

from home with only ſuch diſpoſitions | 
and galety of heart as ſuited the occaſion, 
and e the intended mirth and 
| 603. D 4 195 jolkey 
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f the place. With this ptepara-· 
tion of mind; which is as little as can 


be |foppoled, ace it will amount $95091.7 
| more than a deſire in each to render 


| himſelf an acceptable gueſt, — let us 
conceiye them entering into the houſe of 
feaſting, 1 with hearts ſet looſe from grave 
reſtraints, and open to the expectations 


of receiving pleaſure. It is not neceſſary, | 


as I premiſed, to bring intemperance in- 


= this ſcene—or to ſuppoſe ſuch an ex- 


ceſs in the gratification of the appetites 


as ſhall ferment the blood and ſet the ©. 
deſires in a flame: — Let us admit no 
more of it therefore, than will Rag 
ſtir them, and fit them for the ret. 7 
ſions which ſo benevolent a commerce 

will naturally excite. In this diſpoſition, 
thus wrought. upon beforehand and 5 ai 
| ready improved to this Pipe ike: 


votice e how f che thoughts, + 


and 


. de 
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 ſibly; they are got above the pitch and 
firſt bounds Which cooler hours would 


| ou > marked... 


1 When the gay 50 aka aſpect . 
things has begun to leave the paſſages. | 


0 


to a man's heart thus thoughtleſsly un- 
guarded—when kind and careſſing looks 


of every object without, that can flatter 
his ſenſes, have conſpired with the ene- 


my within, to betray him, and put him 


off his defence, — when muſic lkewiſe 
has lent her aid, and tried her power 
upon his paſſions, —when the voice of 
| ſinging men, and the voice of ſinging, . 
women with the ſound of the viol and 
the lute have broke in upon his ſoul, and 
in ſome tender notes have touched che. 
ſecret ſprings of rapture, —t that moment 
let us V BIRT and look into his heart,— 

ſee 
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ſee how vain! how weak ! how empty * 


thing it is! Look through its ſeveral re- 
ceſſes.— thoſe pure manſions formed for 


the reception of innocence and virtue 
ſad ipeCtacle | Behold thoſe fair inhabi- 


| tants now diſpoſſeſſed — turned out of 
| | their ſacred dwellings, to make room 
18 for what? — at the beſt for levity and 
18 indiſcretion —perhaps for folly — it max 
de for more impure gueſts, which poſ- 
| ſibly in ſo general a riot of the mind and 
4 ſenſes may take occaſion to enter un- 
| | We at the lame time. 
1 
| | N In a ſcerie and diſpoſition, thus de- 
ſſcribed can the moſt caudious ſay — 
| | * thus far ſhall my deſire go — and no 
- 7 farther ? or will the cooleſt ah moſt cir- | 
1 cumſpect ſay, when pleaſure has taken full ; 
| + | poſſeſſion of his heart, that no thought 
7 | n purpoſe ſhall ariſe there, which he 
* would 
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Would have concealed? — In thoſe looſe 
and unguarded moments the imagination 


4 


is not always at command — in ſpite of 
reaſon and reflection, it will forcibly 


carry him ſometimes whither he would 
not — like the unclean ſpirit, in the pa- 


rent's ſad deſcription of his child's caſe; 
which took him, and oft-times caſt him 


Into the fire to deſtroy him, and where- 
ſoe ver it taketh him it teareth him, and 


hardly departeth from him. 


But this, you'll ſay, is the worſt ac- 
count of what the mind may ſuffer here. 


Why may we with make more favour- 


able ſuppoſitions ? 


- that numbers by 


_ exerciſe and ey TI to ſuch encounters, _ 


learn gradually to deſpiſe and - triumph 
over them; — that the minds of many 


are not fo ſuſceptible of warm impreſ- 


* or ſo 2 fortified nn them, 


that 


& er K 1 6 6 l. 
that Pleaſure ſhould eaſily corrupt of 
ſoften them; z — that it would be hard to 
ſuppoſe, of the great multitudes which 
daily throng and preſs into this houſe of 
feaſting, but that numbers come out of 
1 it again, with all the innocence with 

which they entered; — and that if both 
ſexes are included in the computation, 
what fair examples ſhall we ſee of many 
of ſo pure and chaſte a turn of mind — 

that the houſe of feaſting, with all its : 
5 charms and temptations, was never able = 
to excite 2 thought, or awaken an incli- 
nation which virtue need to bluſh at 
or which the molt ſcrupulous conſcience : 

| might not ſupport. God forbid we 
ſhould ſay otherwiſe. — No doubt, num 
bers of all ages eſcape unhurt, and get 
off this dangerous ſea without ſhipwreck. 1 

Yer ; are they not to be reckoned amongſt 
the more fortunate adventurers; '—and 
. „ though 
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though one would not abſolutely prohibit 
the attempt, or be ſo cynical as to con- 
demn every one who tries it, fince there g 
are ſo many, I ſuppoſe, who cannot well : 

do otherwiſe, and whoſe condition and ; 
fituation in life unavoidably force them 
upon it — yet we may be allowed to 
deſcribe this fair and flattering coaſt — 
we may point out the unſuſpected dan- 
gers of it, and warn the unwary paſſen- 
ger, where they lie. We may ſhew him 
what hazards his youth and inexperience 
will run, how little he can gain by the 
venture, and how much wiſer and better 
it would be (as is implied in the text) to 
ſeek occaſions rather to improve his little 
ſtock of virtue than incautiouſiy expoſe 
it to ſo unequal a chance, where the beſt 
he can hope is to return ſafe with What 
treaſure he carried out — but where pro- 5 
baby, be may be o unfortunate” 48 0 
"bas ="; ; - 413207101 Om lie 
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loſe it all — be loſt ann and undone 


for ever. 


Thus a 80 the houſe of f feating ; 


which by the way, though generally 7 
open at other times of the year through- 


out the world, is ſuppoſed in chriſtian 
countries, now every where to be uni- 


verſally ſhut up. And, in truth, I have 
been more full in my cautions againſt it, i 
not only as reaſon requires, — 
reverence to this ſeaſon“ wherein our 


but in 


church exacts a more particular for- | 


|  bearance and ſelf-denial in this point, 
and thereby adds to the reſtraints upon 
Pleaſure and entertainments which this 


repreſentation of things has ſuggeſted 
againſt them already. 


Here then, let us turn aſide from this 


; gay ſcene z and ſuffer me to take you 


with 
® Preached in Lent. 


SERMON IL 43 
with me for a moment to one much fitter 


for your meditation. \ Let us go into the 
houle of mourning, made fo by ſuch af. 


5 flictions as have been brought in, m erely 


by the common croſs accidents and dif- 
aſters to which our condition is expoſed, 
 — where perhaps, the aged parents fit 
broken hearted, pierced to their ſouls. 
with the folly and indiſcretion of a thank- 
leſs child — the child of their prayers, in 
whom all their hopes and expectations 
centered: — perhaps a more affecting ſcene 


L᷑ a virtuous family lying pinched with = 


want, where the unfortunate ſupport of it 
having long ſtruggled with a train of miſ- 
fortunes, and bravely fought up againſt 
them — is now piteouſly borne down at 
the laſt —— overwhelmed with a cruel 
| blow which no forecaſt or frugality could 
| have prevented. — O Gop + look upon 


N his afflictions — Behold him diſtracted 


with 
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Joſe it all —be loſt himſelf, and undone 


: for ever. 


Thus mock for the houſe of fealting . 


which by the way, though generally 
open at other times of the year through- 
out the world, is ſuppoſed in chriſtian 
countries, now every where to be uni- 
verſally ſhut up. And, in truth, I have 
been more full in my cautions againſt it, 
not only as reaſon requires, - 
reverence to this ſeaſon * wherein our 
church exacts a more particular for- 
bearance and ſelf-denial in this point, 
and thereby adds to the reſtraints upon 
pleaſure and entertainments which this 


- but in 


repreſentation of things has ſuggeſted 


againſt them already. 


Here chen, let us turn 1 from this 


gay ſcene z and ſuffer me to take you 


with 
. Preached in Lent. 


SERMON IL. 4 
with me for a moment to one much fitter 

for your meditation. Let us go into the 

| houle of mourning, made ſo by ſuch af. 


flictions as have been brought in, merely 


by the common croſs accidents and dif. 
aſters to which our condition is expoſed, 
— where perhaps, the aged parents ſit 
broken hearted, pierced to their ſouls 
with the folly and indiſcretion of a thank- 
leſs child — the child of their prayers, in 
whom all their hopes and expectations 
centered: perhaps a more affecting ſcene 
La virtuous family lying pinched with 
want, where the unfortunate ſupport of it 
having long ſtruggled with a train of miſ- 
fortunes, and bravely fought up againſt 
them—is now piteouſly borne down at 
the laſt overwhelmed with a crueb 
blow which no forecaſt or frugality could 
have prevented. — O Gop! look upon 
: his afflictions — - Behold him diſtracted 
wth 
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wich any ſorrous, ſurrounded with thi 

tender pledges of his love; and the part- 5 
ner of his cares without bread to give — | 
them, unable, from the remembranteof _ f 
better days, to dig ;—to beg, aſhamed!” 


— — , 


When we enter into the houſe of 
mourning ſuch as this —it is impoſſible 
to inſult the unfortunate even with an 

improper look. — Under whatever levity 
and diffipation of heart, ſuch objects 
catch our eyes. they catch likewiſe our 
attentions, collect and call home our 
ſcattered thoughts, and exerciſe them 
vith wiſdom. A tranſient ſcene of di- 
ſtreſs, ſuch as is here ſketched, how ſoon ; 
does it furniſh materials to ſet the mind 
at work ? how neceſſarily does it engage 
it to the conſideration of the miſeries 
and misfortunes, the dangers and cala- 
mities to which the life of man is ſubjectꝰ 
al _ „5 1.30 
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Dy holding up ſuch a glaſs before it, it 
forces the mind to ſee and. xefſect upon 
the vanity, — the periſning condition and 
uncertain tenure of every ching in this 


world. F rom reflections of this ſerious 


caſt, how inſenſibly do the thoughts carry 
us farther ?—and from conſidering, what 
uwe are — what kind of world we live in, 
and what evils befal us in it, how natu- 
rally do they ſet us to look forwards at 
what poſſibly we ſhall be? — for what 
kind of world we are intended — what 
evils may befal us there —and what pro- 
viſion we ſhould make againſt them here, 
Whilſt we have time and "PROP 


** cheſs leſſons are 0 tt Fadia | 
the houſe of mourning here fuppoled— 
we {hall find it a {till more inſtructive 
ſehool of wiſdom when we take a vie. 
of che place in that more affecting light 
wor. . „ 
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in Which the wiſe man ſeems to confine 


2 15 0 the text, in which, by the houſe of 
mourning, I believe, he means that par- 
ticular ſcene of ſorrow where there is la- 


mentation me — the dead. 


* in 8 1 3 you, . 


moment. Bchold a dead man ready to 
be carried out, the only ſon of his mo: 
ther, and ſhe a widow, Perhaps a more 
aſſecting ſpectacle a kind and an indub 
gent father of a numerous family, lies 
breathleſs — ſnatched away in the 
| firength of his age — torn in an evil 
hour from his ch.ldren and the an 
of a diſconſolate wife. 


| Behold, much. people of the city ga- 


 thered together to mix their tears, with 


lettled ſorrow, in their looks, going hea: 


wy along to the houſe of mourning, to 


per- 


ec, we are called upon to Pay Each 


sb RMO H. + 
perform that laſt maltbellely 'dffice, | 
which when the debt of nature 18 pay- 


other. B 
I this fad occaſion which leads him 
there, has not done it already, take no- 
tice, to what a ſerious and devout frame 
of mind every man is reduced, the mo- 
ment he enters this gate of affliction. 
The buſy and fluttering ſpirits, which in 
the houſe of mirth were wont to tranſ- 
c port him from one diverting object to 


another — ſee how they are fallen! how 


peaceably they are laid! in this gloomy 


manſion full of ſhades and uncomfortable 


damps to ſeize the ſoul — ſee, the light 


and eaſy heart, which never knew what 


it Was to think before, how penſive iris 
| now, how ſoft, how ſuſceptible, how full 


4 
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: "religious, impreſſions, ba deeply it 
Is ſmitten with ſenſe and with a love of 
virtue. | Could we, in this criſis, whilſt. 
this empire of reaſon and religion laſts, 
and the heert is thus exerciſed with wiſ- 
dom and bufied with heavenly contem-, 
plations 
is — ripped of its paſſions, unſpotted 
by the world, and regardleſs of its plea- 

ſures — we might then fafely reſt our 
cauſe, upon this ſingle evidence, and 
appeal to the moſt ſenſual, whether So- 

lomon has not made a juſt determina- 
tion here, in favour of the houſe of 


= could we ſee i it naked as it 


mourning ? — not for its o ſake, but 


as it is fruitful in virtue, and becomes 


the occafion of ſo much good. With- 


Gut this end, forrow I own has no uſe 
but to ſhorten a man's days — nor can 


gravity, with all its ſtudied ſolemnity 
of 


EMO M 
& Look and carriage, ſerve any en q but 
15 wie: Jef 


te make one half of the Told merry, 
and impoſe upon the other. 55 „ 
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5 Conſider what has been ſaid, and 10 
God of his OE bleſs 25 Amen. 25 
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SERMON II. 


Lose x. 36, 57 


Which now of theſe three, thinkeſt thou, 
was neighbour unto him that fell amongſt 
the thieves? — And be ſaid, He that 
ſherved mercy on him. Then ſaid Feſus 
ius bin — Go, and do thou likewiſe. | 


TN the 8 verſes of this chap- 
ter, the Evangeliſt relates, that a 
certain lawyer ſtood up and tempted 
Jesvs, ſaying, Maſter, what ſhall I do 
to inherit eternal lite ?—To which en- 
quiry, our Savioux, as his manner was, 
when any enſnaring d was * to 
him, 


bebe, 44245. Drs eee 
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him, which he ſaw proceeded more from! 
a a'defign to entangle him, than an honeſt 
view of getting information — inſtead 
of giving a direct anſwer which might 
afford a handle to malice, or at beſt ſerve 
only to gratify an impertinent humour — 
be immediately retorts the queſtion upon 
the man who aſked it, and unavoid- 
ably puts him upon the neceſſity of an- 


ſwering himſelf; — and, as in the preſent 


caſe, the particular profeſſion of the en- 


quirer, and his ſuppoſed general know- 
ledge of all other branches of learning, 


left no room to ſuſpect he could be ig- 
norant of the true anſwer to this queſtion, 


and eſpecially of what every one knew 
was delivered upon that head by their 
great Legiſlator, our Saviour theres 


fore refers him to his own memory of 
what he had found there in the courſe 


of his ſtudies, — What | 18 written in the 
law, 


SERMON II. gy 
law, ho readeſt thou? - Upon which 
of our duty to Gop and Max as de- 
livered in the 18th of Leviticus and 
the 6th, of Deuteronomy, — namely — 
That we ſhould worſhip the Lord our God 
with all cur hearts, and love our neighbour 
as. ourſelves; our bleſſed Saviour tells 
him, he had anſwered right, and if he 
followed that leſſon, he could not fail of 
: the bleſſing he ſeemed deſirous to inherit. 

— do, and ies wy live, 

2 as the context ts | ei 
do juſtify himſelf ——willing poſſibly. to 
= gain more credit in the conference, or 

| hoping perhaps to hear ſuch a! partial 
ples and a jſt dome particular oppre | 

5117 i. HII“ ei 16G VV wm ,o0b05 ons 
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badet the e man — but by a dire 
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dens 6f lis Uwi, or toe f 'w nich Hi 


Ae order lay under an accufütion 2 
ſays Uto sus in the 29th verſe 2 z 
And vob is ny neighbour ? Though tlie 
demand at firſt ſight may ſeem utter 
 trifling, yet was it far from being ſo in 


fact. For according as you underſtood 
the term in a more or leſs reſtrained ſenſe 


D it produced many neceſſary variations 
9 N in the duties you owed from that rela- 


tion. Our bleſſed Savious; to rectify 


any partial and pernicious miſtake in this 
matter, and place at once this duty of > 
the love of our neighbour upon its true 
bottom of philanthropy and univerlal 5 
Findneſs, makes anſwer to the propoſed 
5 queſtion, not by any far-fetched refine- 
ment from the ſchools of the Rabbics,. 


which might have ſooner” ſilenced tha 


1 
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appeal to human nature in an inſtance he 
relates of a man 1 among thieves, 


dil by chene A waere i an utter 
| Ranger coming where he was, 'by an 
act of great goodneſs and compaſſion, 
: not. only relieved him at preſent, but 
8 took him under his protection, and gene- 
5 W for his future __ 1 


* 
* ” #4 ; 


On the cloſe of which: agegiog. ac- 
count — our SAVIOUR appeals to the 
man” s own heart in the firſt verſe of the 
text — Which now of theſe three, thinkeſt. 
thou, was neighbour unto him that fell 
: among. the thieves ? and inſtead of draws; 
ing the inference himſelf, leaves him t 

. decide in favour of ſo noble a principle 
ſo exidently, founded in mercy.— The. 
lawyer, ſtruck, w with the truth and juſtice 
of be, doctrine, a and frankly acknowledg- 

ing 
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ing; the force of it, our bleſſed — 


© concludes. che debate with a ſhort admo- 
nition, that he would practiſe what he 
had approved and go, and imitate that 
fair example of univerſal benevolence 
| 1 it had ſet before bim. 5 „100 


12 2 
4 ian 
1 4 6 


= he remaining part of the FTI | 


2 | ſhall follow the ſame plan; and theres 
fore ſhall beg leave to enlarge firſt upon _ 


the ſtory itſelf, with ſuch reflections as 


will ariſe from it; and conclude, as out uc 
Savioux has done, with the ſame exhor- 


tation 10. kindneſs and humanity which 


2 nen a im it. 90 ll 


| | 13-38" NJ 
Ac certain man, pay our. «Sanz on 


7 went down from Jeruſalem to Jericho, and 


fell among thie ves, who ſtripped: him of 


bis raiment, and departed, leaving him 
half dead. There is ſomething in Gun 


511g | nature 
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in every accident to which man is ſub: 
ject, from what cauſe ſoever it may 
baue happened; but in ſuch calamities as 


a man has fallen into through mere miſ- 


fortune, to be charged upon no fault or 


indiſcretion of himſelf, there is ſome- 


thing then fo. truly intereſting, that at 
the firſt ſight we generally make them 


our own, not altogether from a reflec- 


don that they might have been or may 


be ſo, but oftener from a certain genero- 5 
ſiry and tenderneſs of nature which diſ- 


poſes us for compaſſion, abſtracted from 
all conſiderations of ſelf: fo that with- 
out any obſervable act of the will, we 


ſuffer with the unfortunate, and feel a 
weight upon our ſpirits we know not 


why, on ſeeing the moſt com mon inſtan- 


ces of their diſtreſs. But where the ſpec- 
tacle is uyncemmonly tragical, and com- 
NE „ 
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with many circumſtances of mils ; 


| ny the mind is then taken captive at 
once, and were it inclined to it, has no 
power to make reſiſtance, but ſurrenders 
itſelf to all the tender emotions of pity 
and deep concern. So that when one 
conſiders this friendly part of our nature 
without looking farther, one would think 


it impoſſible for man to look upon mi- 


ſery without finding himſelf in ſom? 
meaſure attached to the intereſt of him 
who ſuffers it.—I ſay, one would think 
it impoſſible — for there are ſome tem- 
pers — how ſhall I deſcribe them ?— | 
formed either of ſuch impenetrable mat- 
ter, or wrought up by habitual ſelfiſh- 


neſs to ſuch an utter inſenſibility of what 


becomes of the fortunes of their fellow- 
creatures, as if they were not partakers 
af the ſame nature, or had no lot or con- 
nection at all with the ſpecies. . 


{3314 
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3 of this ad, 0 SAU pro- 


"J\.3'1 30 


: duces two diſgraceful inſtances in the be⸗ 
| haviour of: a Prieft and a | Levite, whom in 


uy 


ur 


this account he repreſents as coming to 


Dir 


the place where the unhappy man was; 

| —both paſſing by without either ſtretch- 

. ing forth a hand to afſiſt, or uttering a 
| word to comfort him | in his diſtreſs. : 


"And by chance there came - down 


41 


certain prieſt ! — merciful God! that a 
teacher of thy religion ſhould ever want 
humanity — or that a man whoſe head 


138.5 


might be thought full of the one, ſhould 
have a heart void of the other! — This 
however was the caſe before. us — and 


= UW (15 


. . in | ory one would ſearce Joſe 5 


6 15 


"3 S6. 


and a an open diſregard to 0 0 main 3 part 


af it, could ever meet together in one 


Vor. „ 7 -_  -. proves.” 
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Sv 


perſon; — yet in fact it is no fictitious 
Ae. INrhe⸗ eee ee Hsu 


191100 


ing neither to the right hand nor to the 


left - but plods on —— pores all his 
life long upon the ground, as if afraid 
to look up, leſt perad venture he ſnould 
ſee aught which might turn him one 
moment out of that ſtraight line Where 
intereſt is carrying him; — or if, by 
5 eee he ſtumbles upon a hapleſa ob- 

„ 


" Las into the 1 FR Yay - 
you behold a ſordid wretch, whoſe ſtrait 
heart is open to no man's affliction, 
taking ſhelter behind an appearance of 
piety, and putting on the garb of reli- 
gion, which none but the merciful and 
compaſſionate have a title to wear. Take 
notice with what ſanctity he goes to 
the end of his days, in the ſame ſelfiſh _ 
track in which he at firſt ſet out —turn- 


— >> 
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ject of diſtreſs, which threatens fates. 


diſaſter to him—like the man here repre. 


ſented, devoutly paſſing by on the other 

ide, as if unwilling to truſt himſelf — 
the impreſſions of nature, or hazard the 
inconveniences which pity = and lead | 
him i into pon the occaſion: Holt 


There Is bot one firoke wanting in 


; this picture of an unmerciful man to ren- 


der the character utterly odious, and that 


dur Saviov gives it in the following 
inſtance he relates upon it. And like- 
wiſe; ſays he, a Levite, when be was at 
the place, came and looked at bim. It was 
not a tranſient overſight, the haſty or ill - 
adviſed neglect of an unconſidering hu- 


mour, with which the beſt-difpoſed are 


ſotetimes overtaken, and lei om beyond 
the point where otherwiſe. they would 


have wiſhed to ſtop No h. on ,e 


">. -ÞF 3 5 con- ws 
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deliberate act of inſenſibility proceeding 
from a hard heart. When he was at the 
place, he came, and looked at him, — 


n it bad all the aggravation of a 


conſidered his misfortunes, gave time for 


reaſon and nature to have awoke — ſaw. 


the imminent danger he was in—and the. 


preſſing neceſſity of immediate help, 


which ſo violent a caſe called aloud for; 


Q. and after all — turned aſide, and un- 
mercifully left him to all the diſtreſſes * 8 
his ation. | 


ditch ai vent. 


men pay this compliment at leaſt to hu- 
| manity, as to endeayour to wear as much 
of the appearance of it, as the caſe will 
well let them; — ſo that in the- hardeſt 5 
acts a man ſhall be guilty of, he has 
ſome motives, true or falſe, always ready 
to offer, ether to hy himſelf or the 
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world, and G knows, too often to 
impoſe both upon the one and the other. 
And therefore it would be no hard mat- 
ter here to give a probable gueſs at what 


paſſed in the Levite's mind in the pre- 


ſent caſe, and ſhew, was it neceſſary, by 


what kind of caſuiſtry he ſettled: the 
matter with his conſcience as he paſſed 


by, and guarded all the paſſages to his 


heart againſt the inroads which pity 


might attempt to make upon the occa- 
ſion.— But it is painful to dwell long 
upon this diſagreeable part of the ſtory; 
I therefore haſten to the concluding inci- 
dent of it, which is ſo amiable that one 
Cannot eaſily be too copious in reflections 
upon it. And behold, ſays our Saviour, 
a certain Samaritan as he journeyed 


came where he was; and when he ſaw 
him he had compaſſion on him — and 


went to him — bound: up his wounds, 
ho 1 1 3 Ne Pouring 


9 NM o N 1 


pouring in oil and wine — ſet him upon 1 
his own beaſt, brought him to an inn 
and took care of him. I ſuppoſe, it 
will be ſcarce neceſſary here to remind 
| you that the Jews had no, dealings with 
the Samaritans —an old religious grudge 
E the worſt of all grudges, had wrought 
ſuch a diſlike between both people, that 
they held themſelves mutually diſcharged 
not only from all offices of friendſhip 
and kindneſs, but even from the moſt 
common acts of courteſy and good 
manners. This operated fo ſtrongly i in 
our Saviour's time, that the woman 
of Samaria ſeemed aſtoniſned that he, 
being a Jew, ſhould aſe water of her 
who was a Samaritan; — ſo that with 
ſuch a prepoſſeſſion, however diſtreſsful 
5 the caſe of the unfortunate man was, 
and how reaſonably ſoever he might plead 
: for r pity from another man, there was 
bh little 


1 : 


—— 
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little aid or conſolation to be looked i 
from ſo unpromiſing a quarter. Alas! : 


after I have been twice paſſed vy, negleffed 7 


zy men of my own nation and religion, bound 
by ſo many ties to afſiſt me, left bere friend- 
eſs and unpitied both by a Priefl and a Le- 
vite, men whoſe profeſſion and ſuperior ad. 
vantages of knowledge could not leave them 
in the dark in what manner they ſhould diſ= 
charge this debt which my condition clainis | 
D aſter this — what hopes? what expeb ta- ; 
tions from a paſſenger, not only a franger, 
lt a Samaritan releaſed from all obli- 
 gations to me, and by a national di like in- 
famed by mutual ill offices, now made my | 
enemy, and more likely to rejoice at the evils 1 
wich have fallen upon me, than to fetch 5 
i n a band to Jan s me Ons ihem! T 


'Tis no- unnatural ſoliloquy to ima- 


err but the actions of generous and 


F 4 com- 
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compaſſionate tempers baffle all little reas 
Z ſonings about them. — True charity, in 


the Apoſtle” s deſcription, as it is kind, and 


is not eaſily provoked, ſo it manifeſted 
this character here; — for. we find when 
he came where he was, and beheld his di- 
ſtreſs,—all the unfriendly paſſions, which 
at another time might have roſe within 
him, now utterly forſook him and, fled: 
when he ſaw his misfortunes — he forgot 
his enmity towards the man, — dropped 
all the prejudices which education had 
' planted againſt him, and in the room of . 
them, all that was good and compaſſionate 
was ſuffered to ſpeak in his behalf. 


In benevolent natures the 119 4 to 
pity is fo ſudden, that like inſtruments 

of muſic which obey the touch the ob- 

jects which are fitted to excite ſuch im- 

| Preflions work Þ inſtantaneous an effect, 


C1 2 11 


that 
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| that you would think the will was ſcarce 
concerned, and that the mind was alto- 
gether paſſive in the ſympathy which her. 
own goodneſs has excited. The truth is 

— the ſoul 1s generally in ſuch caſes ſo 
buſily taken up and wholly engroſſed by 
the object of pity, that ſhe does not at- 
tend to her own operations, or take lei- 


ſure to examine the principles upon which 


ſhe acts. So that the Samaritan, though 45 


the moment he ſaw him he had compaſ- 


ſion on bim, yet ſudden as the emotion is 


repreſented, you are not to imagine that 
it was mechanical, but that there was a 


. {ſettled principle of humanity and go 4 
neſs which operated within him, and in- 
fluenced not only the firſt impulle of kind- 
neſs, but the continuation of it eng 


out the reſt of ſo engaging a behaviour. 
And becauſe it is a pleaſure to look into 


a good mind, and trace out as far as one 


18 
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18 able, what paſſes within it on ſuch oe- 
caſions, I ſhall beg leave for a moment, 
to ſtate an account of what was likely 
to paſs in his, and in what manner ſo 
diſtreſsful a caſe would neceſſarily work 
L woe ſuch a diſpoſition, . 


As he approached the place where the 
unfortunate man lay, the inſtant he be- 


held him, no doubt ſome ſuch train of 
reflections as this would riſe in his mind. 


Good God ! what a ſpectacle of miſery 
* his raiment — wounded — lying lan- 8 


* puiſhing before me upon the ground 
* juſt ready to expire, — without the 
comfort of a friend to ſupport him in 
his laſt agonies, or the proſpect of a 
hand to cloſe his eyes when his pains 
[ «6 are over. But perhaps my concern 
5 ſhould lefſen when I reflect on the re- 


8 lations ä 
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«- Jationsin which we ſtand to each other; 


„ —that he is a Jew and I a Samaritan, 


„% But are we not ſtill both men; 
partakers of the ſame nature —and 5 
„ ſubject to the ſame evils ? —let me 
* change conditions with him for a 
„ moment and conſider, had his lot be- 
„ fallen me as I journeyed in the way, 
„ what meaſure I ſhould have expected 
at his hand. Should I wiſh when 
„ he beheld me wounded and half-dead 
that he ſhould ſhut up his bowels of 
45 compaſſion from me, and double the 


weight of my miſeries by paſſing by 


and leaving them unpitied ? — Bur 1 
„ ü 


am a ſtranger to the man be it ſo 


but JI am no ſtranger to his condi- 
tion —misfortunes are of no particular 
e tribe or nation, but belong to us all; 

and have a general claim upon us, 
* the diſtinction of climate, country, 


0p 
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Bo religion.” | Befides; though Ian 
A ſtranger —— tis no fault of his 
e that I do not know him, and there 
« fore unequitable he ſhould ſuffer by 
it: — Had I known him, poſſibly x 
„I ſhould have had cauſe to love and 


& pity him the more —— for aught I 
« know, he is ſome one of uncommon 
« merit, whoſe life is rendered ſtill more 
« precious, as the lives and happineſs 
“of others may be involved in it: per- 
| « haps at this inſtant that he lies here 
_ *- forſaken, in all this miſery, a whole 
*. virtuous family is joyfully looking for 
e his return, and affectionately count- 
„ing the hours of his delay. Oh! did 
„ they know what evil hath befallen him 
„% how would they fly to ſuccour 
„ him Let me then haſten to ſupply 
* thoſe tender offices of binding up his 


6 ; wounds, and carrying him to a place 
en „ . 


« of ſafety—or if that aſſiſtance comes 
4 too late, I ſhall comfort him at leaſt, 
-"M in his laſt hour — and, if I can do 
. nothing elſe, — I ſhall foften his mis- 


«' fortunes by W a tear of pity 
SB over them.” 


is almoſt neceſſary to imagine the 
good Samaritan was influenced by ſome 
ſuch thoughts as theſe, from the uncom- 
mon generoſity of his behaviour, which 
is repreſented by our Saviour operating 
like the warm zeal of a brother, mixed 
with the affectionate diſcretion and care 
of a parent, who was not ſatisfied with 
taking him under his protection, and 
ſupplying his preſent wants, but in look- 
ing forwards for him, and taking care 
that his wants ſhould be ſupplied when 


be ſhould be gone, and no longer near to 


i n him. 15 
I think 
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ment to prove how univerſally and deep= 
ly the ſeeds of this virtue of compaſſioan f 
are planted in the heart of man, than in | 
the pleaſure we take in ſuch repreſenta- 
tions of it: and though ſome men have 
repreſented human nature in other co- 
lours, (though to what end I know not) 
that the matter of fact is ſo ſtrong againſt 
them, that from the general propenſity 
to pity the unfortunate, we expreſs that 
| ſenſation by the word Humanity, as if it 
was inſeparable from our nature. That 
it is not. inſeparable, I have allowed in 
the former part of this diſcourſe, from | 
ſome reproachful inſtances of ſelfiſh tem- 
pers, which ſeem to take part in nothing 
beyond themſelves; yet I am perſuaded, 
and affirm tis ſtill ſo great and noble a 7 
part of our nature, that a man muſt do 
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great violence to himſelf, and ſuffer many 
a: painful conflict, before he has brought 

himſelf to a W diſpoſition, 

: 'Tis e in the foregoing ae- 
count, that when the prieſt came to the 
place where he was, he paſſed by on the 


other ſide — he might have paſſed by, 
you'll ſay, without turning aſide. — No, 
there is a ſecret ſhame which attends 
every act of inhumanity not to be con- 
quered in the hardeſt natures, ſo that, as 


in other _ ſo an in this, gs 


find time will bluſh to W you in ks 
face, and is forced to turn aſide be- 
fore he can have a heart to execute his 


3420 0e 


| SC creature che man is 
be at that inſtant 2 does what 18 


= wrong, 


copious in my reflections upon the ſtory 


porated into them almoſt all that I ſhould. 
have ſaid here in recommending ſo ami- 
ablean example; by which means I have 
unawares anticipated the taſk I propoſed. 
| I ſhall therefore detain you no longer 
than with a ſingle remark upon the ſub- | 
ject in general, which is this: *Tis ob- x 
ſervable in many places of ſcripture, that 


both repro — on ks. ah 8 a - —— — 
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| wrong, is not able to withhold his teſti- | 
ny to hat is —_— and aue 2 


4 have + now RED N hs bl 
Which was the firſt part propoſed to be 5 
conſidered in this diſcourſe; and ſhould 


proceed to the ſecond, which ſo naturally j 
falls from it, of exhorting you, as ur 
Savioun did the lawyer upon it, 0 f 


and do likewiſe : but J have been ſo 


itſelf, that I find I have inſenſibly incor- 


our bleſſed Saviour, in deſcribing the 
day 
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day of judgment, does it in ſuch a man- 
Y ner, as if the great enquiry then, was. 
to relate principally to this one virtue of 
compaſſion — and as if our final ſen- 
tence at that ſolemnity was to be pro- 
nounced exactly according to the degrees 
of it. ] was a hungred and ye gave me 
meat — thirſty and ye gave me drink — 
naked and ye cloathed me — I was ſick 
Land ye viſited me — in priſon and ye 2 
< came unto me.” Not that we are to | 
imagine from thence, as if any other 
| good or evil action ſhould then be over- 
looked by the eye of the All- ſeeing Judge, 
| but barely to intimate to us, that a cha- 
ritable and benevolent diſpoſition is ſo 
principal and ruling a part of a man's - 


tg eo 3005 —— — ee tes — : 


character, as to be a conſiderable teſt by 
itſelf of the whole frame and temper of g 


ö 8 his mind, with which all other virtues.” 
You. T 
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and vices, reſpectively riſe and fall, and 
will almoſt, neceſſarily be connected. — 
Tell me therefore of à compaſſionate 
man, you repreſent to me a man of a 
thouſand other good ne on 
whom 1 can depend — 


whom I may 


ſafely truſt with my wife. my chil- 


dren, my fortune and reputation. Tis 
for this, as the apoſtle argues from the 
_ fame principle — “ that he will not com- 
mit adultery — that he will not kill 
2 « that he will not ſteal—that he will not 
« bear falſe witneſs.” That is, the ſor- 
rows which are ſtirred up in mens hearts 
by ſuch treſpaſſes are ſo tenderly felt by 
a compaſſionate man, that it is not in his 
| power or his nature to commit them. 


So. that well might he conclude, that 
5 charity, by which he means, the love 
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to your neighbour, was the end of the 


commandment, and that whoſoever ful - 
mk it, had fulfilled the law. 


Now to Gov, E Amen. 
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2 Sanur x.. 7. of part. 


And Nathan ſaid unto David, 7 bon art 
the 1 man. 


n ER E is no hiſtorical cakes 
I in ſcripture, which gives a more 
remarkable inſtance of the deceitfulneſs 
of the heart of man to itſelf, and of how 
little we truly know of ourſelves, than 
this wherein David is convicted out of 
his own mouth, and is led by the pro- 


phet to condemn and pronounce a ſevere 


judgment upon another, for an act of 
injuſtice, which he had paſſed over in 

himſelf, and poſſibly reconciled to his 
own conſcience. To know one's ſelf, 
one would think could be no very diffi- 
. 33 | cult 


cult leſſon — for who you'll ſay can 
vell be truly ignorant of himſelf and the 


true diſpoſition of his own heart? If a 


man thinks at all, he cannot be a ſtran- 


ger to what paſſes there — he muſt be 


conſcious of his own thoughts and de- 


ſires, he muſt remember his paſt pur- 


ſuits, and the true ſprings and 'motives 
which in general have directed the ac- 


tions of his life: he may hang out falſe 
colours and deceive the world, but how | 


can a man deceive himſelf? That a man 
can — is evident, becauſe he daily does 


ſo. — Scripture tells us, and gives us 
many hiſtorical proofs of it, beſides this 


to which the text refers that the heart 
of man is treacherous to itſelf and de- 
* ceitful above all things,” and experience 
and every hour's commerce with the 
world confirms the truth of this ſeeming 

paradox, That chough man is the 
iii only 


* 
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* only creature endowed with reflection, 


</ arid conſequently qualified ro know 
s the moſt of himſelf — yet ſo it hap- 
„ pens, that he generally knows the 
c leaſt —and with all the power which . 
. G0 has given him of turning his 
ny eyes inward upon himſelf, and taking 


* notice of the chain of his own thoughts 


and defires —yet, in fact, is generally 
« ſo inattentive, but always ſo partial 
« an obſerver of what paſſes, that he i is 
©. as much, nay often, a much greater 
« ſtranger to his own diſpoſition and 
true character, than all the world be- 


„ fides.” 


By what means he is brought under ſo 
manifeſt a deluſion, and how he ſuffers 
himſelf to be fo groſly impoſed upon in 
a point which he is capable of knowing 
-ſo much better than others, is not hard 
{0 = = 0 


| ? j 

| 

| [ 
| 

| 

1 


to give an account of, nor need we ſeek 


Farther for ir, than amongſt the cauſes 
Which are every day perverting his rea- 5 
fon and miſleading him. We are de- 


ceived in judging of ourſelves, juft as 


our paſſions and inclinations are called 


5 in as counſellors, and we ſuffer ourſelves | 
to ſee and reaſon juſt ſo far and no far- 


ther than they give us leave. How hard 


do we find it to paſs an equitable and 
found judgment in a matter where our 


Intereſt 18 deeply concerned 2. 2nd e ven 


where there is the remoteſt conſiderations 
of ſelf, connected with the point before 
us, what a ſtrange bias does it hang up- 

on our mind, and how difficult is it to 
diſengage our judgments entirely from 
it? with what reluctance are we brought 
to think evil of a friend whom we have 

: dong? loyed and eſteenied, and though 
200 5 . there 


| pe happens to be ſtrong appearances 
againſt him, how apt we are to overlook 


ig 1 to be Kind, or to efface at 
1 once 
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or put favourable conſtructions upon 


5 them, and even ſometimes, when our 
zeal and friendſhip tranſport us, to a- 
ſign the beſt and kindeſt motives for 
the worſt and moſt unjuſtifiable parts of 


We are till worſe caſuiſts, and the 
deceit is proportionably ſtronger with a 
man, when he is going to judge of him- 


felf — that deareſt of all parties, —ſo, 


_ cloſely connected with him ſo much 
and ſo long beloved — of whom he has 
ſio early conceived the higheſt opinion 
and eſteem, and with whoſe merit he has 
all- along, no doubt, found ſo much 

_ reaſon to be contented. It is not an eaſy 
matter to be ſevere, where there is ſuch 


oh i l by 


4 


ASM 


one elſe ſecs him. 


80 that however Ch this er 
2 of one's ſelf may appear at firſt ſight, it 
is otherwiſe when we come to examine 1 
fince not only in practice but even in 
ſpeculation and theory, we find it one 
of the hardeſt and moſt painful leſſons. 
Some of the earlieſt inſtructors of man- 
ind, no doubt, found it ſo too, and for . 
that reaſon, ſoon ſaw the neceſſity of 
| laying ſuch a ſtreſs upon this great pre- 
| cept of ſelf. knowledge, which for its 
excellent wiſdom and uſefulneſs, many | 
of 'them ſuppoſed to be a divine direc- 
tion; that it came down from Heaven, : 
and comprehended the whole circle both 
of my | | of 


TH | | 
once A he render | impreſſions i in \ favous 
of 8 olda friend, which diſabled us from 


thinking of him as he is, and ſeeing ; 
wi in the light, may be, in which, dec 


c 


of the . — che 0 of — 
"2 And indeed their zeal mi ght calily be; 4 


lowed in ſo high an encomium upon tl 


attainment of a virtue, the want of Tad : 


| fo often baffled their inſtructions, an 


rendered their endeavours of reforming : 
the heart vain and uſeleſs. For who could 


think of are formation of the faults with- 


in him, who knew not where they lay, 


or could ſet about correcting, till he had 


firſt come to a ſenſe of the defects which 


required it? 


* wad 


But chis was a point always much ea 


ſier recommended by public inſtructors . 


than ſhewn how to be put in PTE 
and therefore others, who equally, ſou 


the reformation of mankind, ohe 


that this direct road which led to it was 
guarded on all ſides by ſelk⸗ love, and, 


conſequently very. difficult, to. open 55 6 
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ceſs, ſoon found out that a different and 
more artful courſe was requiſite; as they 
had not ſtrength to remove this flatter- 
ing paſſion which ſtood in their way 
and blocked up all the paſſages to the 


heart, they endeavoured by ſtratagem to 


get beyond it, and by a ſkilful addreſs, 
if poſſible, to deceive it. This gave riſe 
to the early manner of conveying their 
inſtructions in parables, fables, and ſuch ; 
fort of indirect applications, which tho? 
they could not conquer this principle of 
felf-love, yet often laid it aſleep, or at 


leaſt over-reached it for a few moments, 
till a Juſt judgment could be procured. 


The prophet Nathan ſeems to have 
been a great maſter in this way of ad- 
dreſs. David had greatly diſpleaſed God 
by two grievous ſins which he had com- 
mitted, and the prophet's commiſſion 


was 


— 2 ñꝶä—E—ͤ — — 
— 
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was to go and bring him to a convie- 
tion of them, and touch his heart with 
a ſenſe of guilt for what he had done 


: _ the honour and life of Uriah, 


The 1 man knew, that was it W 

one's caſe but David's own, no man 
Would have been ſo quick-ſighted in diſ- 
cerning the nature of the injury, —— 
more ready to have redreſſed it, or who 
would have felt more compaſſion for 
the party who ned ſuffered it, than he 
himſelf. 5 


; Inſtead therefore of declaring the real 
intention of his errand, by a direct ac- 
cuſation and reproof for the crimes 
he had committed; he comes to him 
; with a fictitious complaint of 4 cruel ack 

ol injuſtice done by another, and ac- 

cardingly he frames Aa caſe, not ſo parallel 1 


to 


to David's as he ſuppoſed would awaken 
1 his ſuſpicion, and prevent a patient and 
| candid hearing, and yet not fo void of 
| | | reſemblance in the main circumſtances, 


4 as to fail of ſtriking him, when ſhewn in 
S 
| 8 proper net. 
| And Nathan came and faid unto him, 
| There were two men in one city, the 
1 4 one rich and the other poor — the rich 


man had exceeding many flocks and 
| | © herds, but the poor man had nothing, 
* « fave one little ewe lamb which he had 4 
bought and nouriſhed up—and it grew . 
$f up together with him and with his 
„“ children — it did eat of his own meat, 
« and drank of his own cup, and lay 
in his boſom, and was unto him as a 
daughter — and there came a traveller 
„ unto the rich man, and he ſpared to 
00 * take * his own flock and of his o. 
NE 66 herd 


A 
* 


* 

Fe 

* 
3 


herd to dreſs for the Aytefig Wan,” 


ho 
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that was come unto him, but took the 
or man's lamb and dreſſed 1 it for he ; 


man that was come unto him.“ 


The caſe was drawn up with great 


judgment and beauty, — the ſeveral mi- 
nute circumſtances which heightened the 
injury truly affecting, — and ſo ſtrongly 
urged, that it would have been impoſ- 
ſible for any man with a previous ſenſe 
of guilt upon his mind, to have de- 
fended himſelf from ſome degree of re- 
morſe, which it muſt naturally have ex- 
cited. 5 


be ſtory, though it ſpoke only of 


the injuſtice and oppreſſive act of ano-—- 
ther man — yet it pointed to what 
he had lately done himſelf, with all the 
circumſtances of its aggravation z—and  _ 


wy 3 withal, 


, — 
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withal, the Whole was ſo tenderly ad- 
dreſſed to the heart and paſſions, as to 


kindle at once the utmoſt horror and 
1 indignation. And ſo it did, — but not 
5 againſt the proper perſon. In his tranſ- 
| port he forgot himſelf ; — his anger 
greatly kindled againſt the man, — and 


he faid unto Nathan, „As the Loxp 
* hyeth, the man that hath done this 


“ thing ſhall ſurely die, and he ſhall 
- « reſtore the lamb fourfold, becauſe he 


„did this ching, and becauſe he had * 
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It can ſcarce be doubted here, but 


that David's anger was real, and that 


he was what he appeared to-be, greatly 
provoke d and exaſperated againſt the of- 


fender: and, indeed, his ſentence againſt 
| him Proxes he was ſo aboye meaſure. 8 
For to puniſh the man with death, and 
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obllge him to reſtore fourfold befides, 


was highly unequitable, and not only 

dliſproportioned to the offence, but far 
above the utmoſt rigour and ſeverity of 
tlie law, which allowed a much ſofter 
aàtonement, requiring in ſuch a caſe, no 
tore than an ample reſtitution and re- 
compence in kind. The judgment how - 
evet, ſeems to have been truly ſincere 
and well meant, and beſpoke rather the 
honeſt raſhneſs of an unſuſpicious judge, 
than the cool determination of a con- 
| ſcious and guilty man, who knew he was 
going to Pur ſentence . nnn, 5 


1 TR notice of this ah be- 


cauſe it places this inſtance of ſelf-deceit, 
which is the ſubject of the diſcourſe, in 
the ſtrongeſt light, and fully demonſtrates 

Ne truth of a fact in this ou man, 


H : 1 Which 
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which happens every day among qur- 


ſelves, namely, that a man may be guilty 


of very bad and diſhoneſt actions, and 


yet reflect ſo little, or fo partially, upon 


what he has done, as to keep his con- 


ſcience free, not only from guilt, but even 


the remoteſt ſuſpicions, that he is the 


man which in truth he 1s, and what the 


tenor and evidence of his life demonſtrate. 
I we look into the world — David's is 
no uncommon caſe; — we ſee ſome one 


or other perpetually copying this bad 
original, ſitting in judgment upon him- 

ſelf, — hearing his own cauſe, and not 
knowing what he is doing; haſty in paſ- 


ſing ſentence, and even executing it too 


with wrath upon the perſon of another, 
when in the language of the prophet, 
one might ſay to him with juſtice, 9 thou 


** art the man,” | 


# 3 \#F . ; 
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Of the many revengeful, covetous, 
falſe, and ill-natured perſons which we 
| complain of in the world, though we all 
join in the cry againſt them, what man 
amongſt us ſingles out himſelf as a cri- 
minal, or ever once takes it into his head 
that he adds to the number? —or where 
is there a man ſo bad, who would not 
think it the hardeſt and moſt unfair im- 
putation to have any of thoſe particular 
vices laid to his charge? . 


{4 If ik has the ſymptoms never ſo ſtrong 
upon him, which he would pronounce 


infallible in another, they are indications 


of no ſuch malady in himſelf — He ſees 
what no one elſe ſees, ſome ſecret and 
flattering circumſtances in his favour, 
which no doubt make a wide difference 
| betwixt his caſe and the parties which he 

condemns. : 


H 3 What : 
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What other man ſpeaks ſo often and 
vehemently againſt the vice of pride, ſets 


the weakneſs of it in a more odious light, 
or is more hurt with it in another, than 
the proud man himſelf? It is the ſame 
with the paſſionate, the deſigning, the | 


ambitious, and ſome other common cha- 


racters in life; and being a conſequence of 
the nature of ſuch vices, and almoſt in- 
ſeparable from them, the effects of it are 
generally ſo groſs and abſurd, that where 
Pity does not forbid, *tis pleaſant to ob- 
ſerve and trace the cheat through the ſe- 
veral turnings and windings of the heart, 
and detect it through all the ſhapes and 
TT which it puts on. 


| Next to theſe in of ſelf-deceit, 
and utter ignorance of our true diſpo- 
 fition and character, which appears in not 
ſeeing that in ourſelves which ſnocks us 
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ii another man; there is artother Feeles 
ſtill more dangerous and dehufive, and 
which the more guarded perpetually fall 


io from the judgments they make of 


different vices, according to their age and 
complexion, and the various ebbs and 
fore of their 1 defires. 125 


'To conceive this; ker any man look 
into his own heart, and obſerve in how 


different a degree of deteſtation, num- 


bers of actions ſtand there, thougł equal- 
ly bad and vicious in themſelves: he 
will foon find that ſuch of them, as 
: ſtrong inclination or cuſtom has prompt- 
ed him to commit, are generally dreſſed 
out, and painted with all the falſe beau- 
ties which a ſoft and flattering hand can 
give them; and that the others, to which 
be feels no propenſity, appear at once 
| naked and deformed, ſurrounded: with 
* H 4 — 


* 
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5 the true Greumſtances of their _ ; 


and dihonour. | 


| When David ſurpriſed Saul ſleeping 
in the cave, and cut off the ſkirt of his 
robe, we read, his heart ſmote him for 
| what he had done; — ſtrange, it ſmote 
him not in this matter of Uriah, where 
it had ſo much ſtronger reaſon to take 
the alarm. — A whole year had almoſt 
| paſſed from the firſt commiſſion of this 
= injuſtice, to the time the prophet was 
ſent to reprove him ; — and we read not 
once of any remorſe or compunction of 
heart for what he had done: and it is 
not to be doubted, had the ſame pro- 
phet met him when he was returning up 
out of the cave, — and told him, that 
ſcrupulous and conſcientious as he then 
ſeemed and thought himſelf to be, 
Guue he was s deceiving himſelf, and was 
. _ capa» 
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capable of committing the fouleſt and 
moſt diſhonourable actions; —— that he 
ſhould one day murder a faithful and a 

_ valiant ſervant, whom he ought in juſtice 
to have loved and honoured ; — that he 
ſhould without pity firſt wound him in 

the tendereſt part, by taking away his 

deareſt poſſeſſion, —and then unmerciful- 
ly and treacherouſly rob him of his life. — 
Had Nathan in a prophetic ſpirit foretold 
to David that he was capable of this, and 
that he ſhould one day actually do it, 
and from no other motive but the mo- 

- mentary gratification of a baſe and un- 

worthy paſſion, he would have received 
the prediction with horror, and ſaid poſ- 

| ſibly with Hazael upon juſt ſuch an- 
other occaſion, and with the ſame ign0- 
rance of himſelf, bat] is thy ſervant 

a dog that be ſhculd do this great thing? 

Aud * in all likelihood, at. that very 
3 time 
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time there wanted nothing but the ſame 
degree of temptation, and the ſame op- 
| portunity, to induce him to the fin which - 


n overeame bim. 


Thus the caſe ſtands with us til. 
When the paſſions are warmed, and the 
in which preſents itſelf exactly tallies to 
the defire, obſerve how impetuouſly a 
man will ruſh into it, and act againſt all 
Principles of honour, juſtice, and mercy. 
alk to him the moment after upon 
the nature of another vice to which he is 
not addicted, and from which perhaps 
his age, his temper, or rank in life ſecure 
him; take notice, how well he ns, 


with what equity he determines, — 


_ what an honeſt indignation and ſharpneſs 
he expreſſes againſt it, and how inſenfibly 
his anger kindles againſt the man who | 


5 hath done this thing. 


; Thus 
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Thus we are nice in grains and ſcru- 
ples, —— but knaves in matters of a 
pound weight; — every day ſtraining at 
gnats, yet ſwallowing camels ; — miſe- 
rably cheating ourſelves, and torturing 
our reaſon to bring us in ſuch a report 
of the fin as ſuits the Preſent appetite 
and inclination. | 


| Moſt of us are aware of and pretend 
to deteſt the bare-faced inſtances of that 
_ hypocriſy by which men deceive others, 
but few of us are upon our guard or ſes 
that more fatal hypocriſy by which we 
deceive and over-reach our own hearts. 
It is a flattering and dangerous diſtem- 
per, which has undone thouſands;—we 


bring the ſeeds of it along with us into 


eee eee they: eee 
with us from our childhood, they lie 


_ concealed and undiſturbed, and have | 


Sene- 
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generally gor ſuch deep root in our na- 
tures by the time we are come to years 
of underſtanding and reflection, that it 
requires all we have got to defend our- 


ſelves from their effects. 


1 To . caſe ſtill worſe on our 
fides, *tis with this as with every griev- a 
ous diſtemper of the body, — the reme- 
dies are dangerous and doubtful, in pro- 
portion to our miſtakes and ignorance 
of the cauſe : for in the inſtances of ſelf- 

deceit, though the head is ſick, and the 

Whole heart faint, the patient ſeldom 

knows what he ails: — of all the things 


we know and learn, this neceſſary know- 
ledge comes to us the laſt. 


_ - Upon what principle it happens thus 
I have endeavoured to lay open in the. | 
fivſt Pars of this diſcourſe ; which con- 


clude 
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cad with a ſerious exhortation to ſtrug- 
gle againſt them; which we can only 


hope to do, by converſing more and 5 


oftener with ourſelves, than the buſineſs 


and diverſions of the world generally 5 
give us leave. 


Me have a chain of thoughts, deſires, 
engagements and idleneſſes, which per- 
petually return upon us in their proper 
time and order — let us, I beſeech you, 
aſſign and ſet apart ſome ſmall portion 
of the day for this purpoſe, — of retiring 
Into ourſelves, and ſearching into the 
dark corners and receſſes of the heart, 
and taking. notice of what is paſſing 
there. If a man can bring himlelt to do 
' this taſk with a curious and impartial 
eye, he will quickly find the fruits of 
iz, will more than recompenſe his time 
id ion dll et? 16 r AM 
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him from his ſecret faults, — 
ſome hope and confidence to ny with 
this ſeat man after his conviction, — 
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bee He-will bre @reral {rifgd. 


larities and unſuſpected paſſions within 


him which he never was aware of: he 


will diſcover in his progreſs many ſecret. 
turns and windings in his heart to which 
he was a ſtranger, which now gradual- 


ly open and diſcloſe themſelves to him 


upon a nearer view; in theſe labyrinths 


he will trace out ſuch hidden ſprings : 


and motives for many of his moſt ap- 
plauded actions, as will make him ra- 


ther ſorry, and aſhamed of himſelf, n 


a Proud. 


In a word, he will underftand bis 
errors, and then ſee the neceffity, with 
David, of imploring Gop to cleanſe 
—and with 


(e 1 
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“ Try me, O God, and ſeek the ground 
<« of my heart, — prove me and examine 
my thoughts, — look well if there be 

e any way of wickedneſs in me, and lead 
me in the way everlaſting.” : 


— — 


Z— U A ĩ˙ 


wokur that time, when the hear 


s ERM ON v. 


0 | 


ſhut up for three years and fix bens 
yer, as St. Luke obſerves, to none of 
how was the prophet ſent, ſave to this 


widow of Sarepta : in all likelihood, ſhe 


Z would not be the laſt in making the 


ſame obſervation, and drawing from it 
ſome flattering concluſion in favour of 


her fon. — Many a parent would build 
high, upon a worſe foundation. 
Since the God of Iſrael has thus ſent 
: « his own meſſenger to us in our diſtreſs, 


e to paſs by ſo many houſes of his own 


people, and ſtop at mine, to ſave it 
< in ſo miraculous a manner from de- 
e ſtruction ; doubtleſs, this is but an 


6 £ earneſt of his future kind intentions 


4 tous: at leaſt, his goodneſs has de- 
creed to comfort my old age 1025 the 
« long life and health of my fon ;—— 
but perhaps, he has ſomething greater 


Vor. * 5 1 80 ſtill | 
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«Rl in ſtore for him, and 1 ſhal Wy 
4 to ſee the fame hand hereafter crown! 
eis head with glory and honour 7 “ 

| We may naturally ſuppoſe her innocent“ 

ly carried away with ſuch thoughts, when 
ſſme is called back by an unexpected di- 
ſtemper which ſurpriſes her ſon, and in 
one moment brings down all her hopes 
| — for his fickneſs was ſo ind that. there f 
was no 1 left in — Si | 


The W e of immoderate 
grief are ſeldom juſt. — For, though 


Elijah had already preſerved her ſon, as 
well as herſelf, from immediate death, 
and was the laſt cauſe to be ſuſpected of 
ſo ſad an accident; yet the paſſionate 
mother in the firſt tranſport challenges 
him as the author of her mis fortune, 
0 —as if he had brought down. forraw. 
| __ a houſe which had fo hoſpitably 
"1080; 1 8 ſheltered _ 


=) 2 N - 4 
e 
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ſheltered bim. The Prep too 


ufikind an accuſation. He takes of 


dcad child out of bis mother's boſom, and 
laid bim upon his own bed; and he, cried 


unto the Lord and ſaid, O Lord my God 77 


haſt thou brought evil upon the widow 


with whom I ſojourn, by flaying her ſon 2. 


Is this the reward of all her charity. 
FR and goodneſs? thou haſt befor e this 
: « robbed her of the dear partner of all 
eher joys and all her cares; and naw 


that ſhe is a widow, and has moſt rea- 


| ſon to expect thy protection ;- behold. : 


thou haſt withdrawn her laſt prop: 
«thou haſt taken away her child, the- 


e only ſtay ſhe had to reſt on.“ Aud 
Elijah cried unto God, and ſaid, O Lord 
ny God, I pray thee let this childs fault 


come into ene 5G. Sad 50 e 


* G&1 II. 11 Ol 5 A. wh 5 1 o 4. 1 * V g 1 4 my 4) F AA A's WE 


| en K 3 ; The 


. 
yo — Err 


r n * 2 — 85 


— pe — —— 


— cw ũ hſ:ſñſ—ſf——— — ys — n 


128 8 E R M ON LE 
1 The prayer was urgent, and beſpoke 
the diſtreſs of a humane mind deeply 
ſuffering in the misfortunes of another; 
moreover his heart was rent with other 
paſſions. — He was zealous for the name 
and honour of his Gop, and thought 
not only his omnipotence, but his glori- 
ous attribute of mercy concerned in the 
event: for, ob! with what triumph 
would the prophets of Baal, retort his 
own bitter taunt, and ſay, his God was 
either talking, or he was purſuing, or was 
in a journey ; or peradventure he flept and | 
 frould have been awaked. — He was more- 


over involved in the ſucceſs of his prayer 


himſelf ;,——honeſt minds are moſt hurt 
by ſcandal. —— And he was afraid, left 
ſo foul a one, fo unworthy of his cha- 
| rafter, might ariſe amongſt the heathen, 
| who would report with pleaſure, © Lo! 


« the widow of Zarephath took the meſ- 


1 ſenger 
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oy ſenger of the Go of Iſrael under her 


roof, and kindly entertained him, and 
„ ſee how ſhe is rewarded ; ſurely the 
„ prophet was ungrateful, he wanted 


power, or what is worſe, he wanted 
66 reh BEE. | . 


| Beſides all 4 he pleaded r not 1 | 
the cauſe of the widow ; it was the cauſe 
of charity itſelf, which had received a 


deep wound already, and would ſuffer 


ſtill more ſhould Gop deny it this teſti- 


_ mony of his favour. So the Lord bearkened 
unto the voice of Elijah ;, and the ſoul of 


the” child came into him again, and be 


revived. And Elijah took the child, and 

brought him down out of the chamber into 
the houſe, and delivered bim unto: bis mo- 
ther; and Elijab ſaid, See, thy ſon liveth, 
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accuſtomed to ſadneſs, 
on the other ſide of the piece, the holy 
man eee with the child in his 
full of honeſt triumph in his 
Tooks, but ſweetened with all the kind 
ſympathy which a gentle nature could 
. oyerflow. with upon ſo happy an event. 
I ü is a ſubject one might recommend to 


arms 
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ny wat be a pleafure to a good Ad 
| to flop here a moment, and figure to MM 
ſelf the picture of ſo joyful an event. 
To behold on one hand the raptures of 
the parent, overcome with ſurpriſe and 
gratitude, and imagine how a ſudden 
ſtroke of ſuch impetuous joy muſt ope- 
rate on a deſpairing countenance, long 
To conceive 


the pencil of a great genius, and would 


eyen afford matter for deſeriprion here ; 
but that! it would lead us too far from 
the particular purpoſe, for which 1 habe 


es vpon thus much of the ſtory 


_ heady ; 


3 chief * 8 : which i is 


to 5 by a fact, what is evident 
both in reaſon and ſcripture, chat a cha- 
ritable and good action is ſeldom caſt ? 
away, but that even in this life it is 
more than probable, that what is ſo 
ſcattered ſhall be gathered again with 
increaſe. Caſs thy bread upon the waters, 


and thou ſhalt find it after many. days. 


Be as a. father unto the fatherleſs, and in- 
Aead of an huſband unto their mother 2 
Salt thou be as a ſon of the Moſt High, 


and be will love thee more than thy mother 


dotb. Be mindful of good turns, far thay 
| knoweſt not what evil ſhall come upon the 


earth, and when thou fallejt thou Jhalt 


find. a ſtay. I. ſhall preſerve thee from all 


Miction, and fight for thee againſt thy 
Knees: better than 2 559 ſhield nd, 4 


4 FRY & 4.4 
IF I 4 £ 
{ { 5% 


; : f F . 4.4 | n * ; a ö ; 1 
\y 17 2 7 117 : 4 : 


. — —ꝓ— — —&4— — 


105 : 


The great inſtability of temporal. af- 


fairs, and conſtant fluctuation of every 
thing in this world, afford perpetual 


occaſions of taking refuge in lach a ſe- 


| * 


. Whine by ſucceſſive misfortunes; by 


| failings and croſs accidents in trade; by 


miſcarriage of projects : — what by un- 


ſuitable expences of parents, extrava- 


gances of children, and the many other 


| ſecret ways whereby riches make them- 
ſelves wings and fly away; ſo many ſur- 


priſing revolutions do every day happen 
in families, that it may not ſeem ſtrange 


to ſay, that the poſterity of ſome of the 


moſt liberal contributors here, in the 


changes which one century may produce, 


may poſſibly find ſhelter under this very 
plant which they now ſo kindly water. 


Nay, fo cy ſometimes has the wheel 
von - turned 
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turned round, chat many a man has lived + 
tw enjoy the benefit of that charity wh ich "of 
his wee ry projected. 


But n cis; and excluſive of the 
right which Gop's promiſe gives it to 
Protection hereafter; charity and bene- 
volence, in the ordinary chain of $M 
have a natural and more immediate ten- "I 
dency in themſelves to reſcue a man 
from the accidents of the world, by ſof- 
tening the hearts, and winning every 
man's wiſhes | to its intereſt, When 
a compaſſionate man falls, Who would 
not pity him? who, has: had p power to 


do i it, would not befriend arm - 


up? ? or could the moſt barbarous tem- 
per offer an inſult to his diſtreſs without 
Pain and reluctance? fo that it is almoſt 
a wonder that covetouſneſs, even in ſpite 
of itſelf, does not ſometimes argue a man 
N into 


; ; 
| 
| 
| 


with a reward, 


into chatity, by its On principle of 
woking forwards, and the firm expeCtta- 


tion it would delight in of receiving its 


own again with uſury. — So evident is 


| it in the courſe of God's providence and 
the natural ſtream of things, that a good 


office one time or other generally meets 
—Generally, did I ſay? 


— how can it ever fail ? — when beſides 


all this, ſo large a ſhare of the recom- 


pence is ſo inſeparable even from the 


action itſelf. Aſk the man who. has 2 


tear of tenderneſs always ready to ſhed 


over the unfortunate; who, withal, is 
ready to diſtribute and willing to commyr 
nicate: aſk him if the beſt things, which 
Wits have ſaid of pleaſure, haye ex- 
Preſſed what he has felt, when by a er 
ſonable kindneſs, he has made the he 


of the widow Jing for Joy. Mark chen 


the expreſſiqns of unutterable Faun 
Wor and 
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And harmeny in lis books runs lay, 
whether Solomon has not fixed the point 
of true enjoyment in the right place, 
When he declares, © that he knew no 
gd there was in any of the riches 
or honours of this world, but for 4 
| „ man to do good with them in his life.“ | 
Nor was ant reaſon he made this 
judgment. = 
and ſeen the inſufficiency of all ſenſual | 
pleaſures; how unable to furniſh either xa — 
rational or a laſting ſcheme of happineſs,” Ws 
| how ſoon the beſt of them vaniſhed, 
the leſs exceptionable in vanity, but the 
guilty both in vanity and vexation- of ſhi» 
rit. But that this was of ſo pure and 
refined a nature, it burned without con- 


- Doubtleſs he had found 


ſumming : it was figuratively the widow's | 


barrel of. meal which ang wo and cruſe 
bY w 10 e never 47 KA Ng 
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It is not an eaſy matter to add weight 


to the teſtimony of the wiſeſt man, upon 
the pleaſure of doing good; or elſe tbe 
evidence of the philoſopher Epicurus is 
very remarkable, whoſe word in this 
1 mann is the more to be truſted, becauſe 
a profeſſed ſenſualiſt ; who amidſt all 
the delicacies and improvements of plea- 


ſure which a luxuriant fancy might ſtrike 


N os out, ſtill maintained, that th e beſt way | 
of enlarging human happineſs was, by a 
communication of it to others. 


And if it was neceſſary here, or there 
was time to refine upon this doctrine, 
one might farther maintain, excluſive of 
the happineſs which the mind itſelf feels 

in the exerciſe of this virtue, that the 
very body of man is never in a better 

ſtate than when he is moſt inclined ts 
do good offices: — that as nothing more ... 
: * 8 con- 5 


+ 
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contributes to health than a ebe 


of temper, ſo nothing generally Was a 


ys indication of it. 


ſt And wh 1 to confirm this opi- 
nion, is an obſervation, the truth of 
which muſt be ſubmitted to every one's 


reflection — namely — that a diſinclina- 
tion and backwardneſs to do good, is 


often attended, if not produced, by an 

| indiſpoſition of the animal as well as ra- 

So naturally do 
the ſoul and body, as in other caſes ſo 
in this, mutually befriend, or prey upon 

| each other. And indeed, ſetting aſide 

all abſtruſer reaſoning upon the point, 

cannot conceive but that the very 


mechanical motions which maintain life 


tional part of us: — 


muſt be performed with more equal vi- 


gour and freedom in that man uhom ea 


great and good ſoul pe rpetually inclines 
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al to new merey to the miſerable, than | F | 
they can be in a poor, ſordid, ſelfſm 
IH Veetch, whoſe little contracted heart 
| [i melts at no man's affliction; but firs” 
brooding fo intently over its own plots 
j 5 and concerns, as to ſee and feel nothing 
| 
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and in truth, enjoy nothing beyond him 
ſelf: and of whom one may ſay what | 
that great maſter of nature has, ſpeal- 
140 ing of a natural ſenſe of harmony, which 

I think with more juſtice may be ſaid 
| 5 compaſſion, that the man 1 who! had it . 
not, _ 1 
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What divines ſay of the minds, natu- 
raliſts have obſerved of the body; that 

there is no paſſion ſo natural to it as love, 
which is the principle of doing good; 

—— and though inſtances, like this juſt 

mentioned, ſeem far from being proofs of 
it, yet it is not to be doubted, but that 

every hard-hearted man has felt much 
inward oppoſition before he could prevail 
upon himſelf to do aught to fix and de- 
| ſerve the character: and that what we 
ep of long habits of vice, that they are 
hard to be ſubdued, may with equal 
truth be ſaid concerning the natural im- 
preſſions of benevolence, that a man 
muſt do much violence to himſelf, and 
ſuffer many a painful ſtruggle, before 
he can tear away ſo great and noble a 
part of his nature, — Of this antiquity 
has preſerved a beautiful inſtance in an 
anecdote of Alexander, the tyrant of 
„3 | | 5 2 „ Pheres, 
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| Pheres, who tho he had fo induſtriouſly 
| hardened: his heart as to ſeem to take 
delight in cruelty, inſomuch as to mur- 
der many of his ſubjects every day, with- 
out cauſe and without pity; yet, at the 
bare repreſentation of a tragedy which 
related the misfortunes of Hecuba and 
 Andromache, he was ſo touched with 
the fictitious diſtreſs which the poet had 
wrought up in it, that he burſt out into 
| a flood of tears. The explication of 
which inconſiſtency is eaſy, and caſts as 


great a luſtre upon human nature, as 


the man himſelf was a diſgrace to it. 
The caſe ſeems to have been this: in 
real life he had been blinded with paſ. 
ſions, and thoughtleſsly hurried on by 
intereſt or reſentment :— but here, there 
was no room for motives of that kind; 
ſo that his attention being firſt aut 
hold of, and all his vices laid afleep 3 — 


then 


SERMON v. 147 
then NarTure awoke in triumph, and 
ſhewed how deeply ſhe had ſown the 


ſeeds of compaſſion in every man's breaſt; 


when tyrants, . with vices the moſt at en- 
mity with it, were not able entirely to 


root it out. 


But this is painting an amiable virtue, 


and ſetting her off, with ſhades which 
 wickednels lends us, when one might 
ſafely truſt to the force of her own na- 


tural charms, and aſk, Whether any 
thing under Heaven, in its own nature, 
is more lovely and engaging ? —To illu- 
{trate this the more, let us turn our 


| thoughts within ourſelves, and for a mo- 
ment let any number of us here ima- 
gine ourſelves at this inſtant engaged in 
drawing the moſt perfect and amiable 
character, ſuch as, according to our con- 


ceptions of the Deity, we ſhould think 
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. moſt acceptable to him, and wot likely 


to be univerſally admired by all mankind. 


arm] appeal to your own thoughts, whe- 


ther the firſt idea which offered , itſelf 


to moſt of our imaginations, would, not 
be that of a compaſſionate benefaRor, 
; ſtretching forth his hands to raiſe up. the 
helpleſs orphan ? whatever other virtues. 
we ſhould give our hero, we ſhould. all 
agree in making him a generous friend, 


who thought the opportunities of doing 


_ good to be the only charm of his proſpe- 
, Fity : we ſhould paint him like the plal- 
miſt's river of God overflowing the thirſty 


parts of the earth, that he might enrich 
them, carrying plenty and gladneſs along 


with him. If this was not ſufficient, 
and we were ſtill deſirous of adding a 
* farther degree « of perfection to ſo great 
"& character z we ſhould endeavour, to 


5 88 of: ſome one, if human nature could 


31 


85 5 furniſh 


kind. 


Avant, = 
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bett ſuch a pattern, who, if occaſion 
"Fequired, © was willing to undergo all 
Finds of affliction, to ſacrifice himſelf, 
to forget his deareſt intereſts, and even 
lay down his life for the good of man- 
And here, — O merciful 8A 
. hon! how would the bright original 


1 of thy unbounded goodneſs break in 
| upon our hearts? Thou who becameſt 
Poor, that we might be rich —— though 


Lord of all this world, yet hadft not where 
to lay thy bead — and though equal in 
power and glory to the great Gop of 
(Nature, yet madeft thyſelf of no repu- 
tation, tooteſ upon thee the form of a ſor- 

— ſubmitting thyſelf without 

opening thy mouth, to all the indignj- 

ties which a thankleſs and undiſcerning 
people could offer; and at length, to 
accompliſh our falvation, becamaſt obe- 

"Sent unto death, Ser r9bd thylelf, as on 

Alicia N this 
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this day *, ® 0 be led lite a lamb 10 the 
DT e | Snafygh 


The conſideration of this ſtupendous 
inſtance of compaſſion, in the Son of 
| Gov, is the moſt unanſwerable appeal 
that can be made to the heart of man, 
for the reaſonableneſs of it in himſelf, 
Alt is the great argument which the 
| apoſtles uſe in almoſt all their exhorta- 
tions to good works. — Beloved, if Chriſt 
ſo loved us—the inference is unavoidable; 
and gives ſtrength and beauty to every 
thing elſe which can be urged upon the 
ſudject. And therefore I have reſerved 
it for my laſt and warmeſt appeal, with 
which 1 would gladly finiſh this diſ- 
courſe, that at leaſt for their ſakes for 
whom it is preached, we might be left 
.to the full impreſſion of ſo exalted and 
VVV 
reached on Good Friday. 
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ſo ſeaſonable a motive. — That by re- 
flecting upon the infinite labour of this 
day's love, in the inſtance of CarrsT's 
death, we may conſider what an immenſe - 
debt we owe each other; and by calling 
to mind the amiable pattern of his life, 
in doing good, we might learn in what 
manner we may beſt diſcharge it. 5 


4} And indeed, of all the methods in 


hich a good mind would be willing to 


do it, I believe there can be none more 


beneficial, or comprehenſive in its ef- 
fects, than that for which we are here 
met together. | 
ol poor children being the ground work 
of almoſt every other kind of charity, as 


The proper education 


that which makes every other ſubſequent 
act of it anſwer the pious r N f 
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Without this foundation firſt laid, 
how much kindneſs in the progreſs of a 
| benevolent man's life is unavoidably caſt ; 
away'? and ſometimes where it is as 
ſenſeleſs as the expoling a tender plant; 
to all the inclemencies of a cruel ſeaſon, 
and then going with ſorrow to take it in, 
when the root is already dead. I ſaid, 
therefore, this was the foundation of al- 
| moſt every kind of charity, and might. 
not one have added, of all policy too? 
ſince the many ill conſequences which 
attend the want of it, though grievouſſy 
felt by the parties themſelves, are no 
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leſs ſo by the community of which they 


are members; and moreover, of all miſs! 
chiefs ſeem the hardeſt to be redreſſed. 
Anſomuch, that when one conſiders, 
the diſloyal ſeductions of popery on one: 
. hand, 20 on the other. that no bad 


ö 2 > 4 man, | 
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1 man, whatever he profeſſes, can be a 
good ſubject, one may venture to ſay, it 
had been cheaper and better for the na: I 
” tion to have bore the expence of inftiling 
ſound principles and good morals, into 
the negle&ted children of the lower ſort, 
eſpecially in ſome parts of Great Britain, 
than to be obliged, fo often as we have 
been within this laſt century, to riſe up” 
and arm ourſelves againſt the rebellious - 
effects which the want of them have 
brought down even to our doors. And 
in fact, if we are to truſt antiquity, the 
truth of which in this caſe we have no 
_ reaſon to diſpute, this matter has been 
looked upon of ſuch vaſt importance to 
the civil happineſs and peace of a peo- | 
ple, that ſome commonwealths, the moſtt | 
eminent for political wiſdom, have choſe | 
to make a public concern of it; think- 
mT „ * ing 
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nes 
ing it much ſafer to be entruſted to the 
prudence of the magiſtrate, than to the 
miſtaken tenderneſs, or natural nn, 5 
ef the n 18 


ſpoke a very refined ſenſe of policy in 
the Lacedæmonians, (though by the 
way, I believe, different from what more 
modern politics would have directed in 
like circumſtances) when Antipater de- 
manded of them fifty children, as ho- 
ſtages for the ſecurity of a diſtant en- 
gagement, they made this brave and 
wiſe anſwer, They would not, — they 
could not conſent: : — they would ra- 


their beſt up grown men.” —Intimat- 


they would chuſe any inconvenience ra- 
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It was conſiſtent with this, and be- 


« ther give him double the number of 


ing, that however they were diſtreſſed, 


ther 


das hag, ſuffer: he loſs of FP country's 5 
education; and the opportunity (which, 
| it once loſt can never be regained) of 
: giving their youth an early tincture of 
religion, and bringing them up to a love 

of induſtry, and a love of the laws and 

conſtitution of their country. — If this 


ſnews the great importance of a proper 


education to children of all ranks and 


conditions, what ſhall we ſay then of 


thoſe whom the proyidence of Gop has 
placed in the very loweſt lot of life, ut- 
terly caſt out of the way of knowledge, 


without a parent, — ſometimes may be 
without a friend to guide and inſtruct 


them; but what common pity and the 


| neceſſity of their {ad ſituation, engages; 
—— where the dangers which ſurround 
them on every ſide are fo great and many, 


that for one fortunate paſſenger, in life, 
Os who 


vith ſuch early diſadvantages, and ſo diſ- 
mal a ſetting out, we may reckon thou. 
ſands who every day ſuffer u e 


and are loſt for ever. 115% 


ebene ie © eaſe under Hears Which - 
calls out aloud for the more immediate” 
exerciſe of compaſſion, and which may 


be looked upon as the compendium of \ 
al charity, ſurely it is this: and I'm | 


| perſuaded there would want nothing 
more to- convince the greateſt enemy to k 
| theſe kinds of charities that it is ſo, but 
a bare opportunity of taking a nearer” 
view. of ſome of the more diſtreſsful ob- * 


We, 


Li 4 go into the 2 of ide : 
vofortunate; : into ſome mournful et- 
Blue | tage, 


————— —— ¶— —ů on 1 


tage, Where poverty and affliction reign 
together. There let him behold the 
diſconſolate widow 
in tears; — thus dase over the in- 
fant, ſhe knows not how to ſuccour.— 
„O my child, thou art now left ex- 


ſitting — ſteepec 


4 poſed to a wide and a vicious world, 


“ too full of ſnares and temptations for 
« thy tender and unpractiſed age. Per- 
„ -haps a parent's love may magnify ] 


«thoſe dangers — But when I conſider 
«thou art driven out naked into the 
«, midſt of them without friends, with« - 
out fortune, without inſtruction, my 
ce heart bleeds beforehand for the evils 
*« which may come upon thee. Gop, 
„ in whom we truſted, is witneſs, ſo 
low had his providence placed us, 


that we never indulged: one wiſh to 
© have, made thee rich, virtuous we: 


sn (4 would 


| ec 
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ce 
cc 


cc 


3 


cc 


te 


- 


cc 


ca 
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would have made thee; 


1 
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— for thy 
father, my huſband, Was a 900 man, 
and feared the Lord, - - and though 
all the fruits of his care 20 8 induſtry 


were little enough for our ſupport, 
yet he honeſtly had determined to 


have ſpared ſome portion of it, ſcanty 
as it was, to have placed thee ſafely 
in the way of knowledge and inſtruc- 


tion— But alas! he is gone from us, 


never to return more, and with him 4 


are fled the means of doing it: 
For, Behold the creditor is come upon 1 us, 
to take all that we have.“ Grief is 


eloquent, and will not eaſily be imitated. 
—But let the man, who is the leaſt 
friend to diſtreſſes of this nature, con- 


ceive ſome diſconſolate widow uttering. 


her complaint even in this manner, and 
then let him conſider, if lere i 15 any fore. 
4 row 
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row like this ſorrow, wherewith, the Lord 
bas offlited her? or whether there can 
be any charity like that, of taking the 

5 child out of the mother's boſom, and reſcu- 
ing her from theſe apprehenfions Should 
a heathen, a ſtranger to our holy religion : 
and the love it reached, ſhould he, as be 
 Jeurney'd, come to the place where ſhe lay, 
doben be ſaw, would be not have compaſ- 
fron on her? Gop forbid, a chriſtian 
ſhould zhis day want it; or at any time 
book upon ſuch a diſtreſs, and paſs by n 
the otber A de. 


Rather, let him do, as his Saviour 
taught him, bind up the wounds, and pour 
comfort into the heart of one, whom 
the hand of Gop has ſo bruifed. Let 
him practiſe what it is, with Elyah's 
tranſport, to fay to the alflicted widow, 
| See, 
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Asde, * hen liveth l. —hveth by my = 
charity, and the bounty of this hour, to 6 
all the purpoſes which make life deſire- | 
able, — to be made a good man, and a 
f profitable ſubject: on one hand to be 
trained up to ſuch a ſenſe of his duty, as 
may ſecure him an intereſt in the world 
to come; and with regard to this world, 

to be ſo brought up in it, to a love of 
honeſt labour and induſtry, as all his life 

: long to earn and eat his bread with 3 Joy =_ 
and thankfulneſs. | 


Much peace and happineſs reſt up- 


* on the head and heart of every one 
who thus brings children to CHRIST. 


« — May the bleſſing of him that was 
ready to periſh come ſeaſonably upon 
him. — The Lord comfort him, when 
2 e moſt Wants it, when he lays lick 


4 


> 


0 upon 
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” upon his bed; make hin O Gov! 
0 all his bed in his ſickneſs; and for 
"6; what he now ſcatters, give him, then, 
.4 that peace of thine which paſſeth all 
« underſtanding, and which nothing in 


66 this world. can either give or take 5 
C away.” Amen. 
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SERMON VI 
LUKE xviII. 14. ile r : 
1 tell yon, this man | ave [Ss to his 8 | 


Jufeipes rather than the other :— — 


\HESE words are the judgment 
which our Saviour has left upon 
the behaviour and different degrees of 
merit in the two men, the Phariſee and 

Publican, whom he repreſents in the 


foregoing parable as going up into the 


temple to pray; in what manner they 
diſcharged this great and ſolemn duty, 
will beſt be ſeen from a conſideration of 
the prayer, which each is ſaid to have 
5 addreſſed 0 Gop * the occaſion. 
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The phariſee, inſtead of an act of hu- ; 
miliation in that aweful preſence before 
which he ſtood, —with an air of triumph 
and ſelf-ſufficiency, thanks Gop that he 
had not made him like others —extor- 
tioners, adulterers, unjuſt, or even as this 
publican.— The publican is repreſented 
as ſtanding afar off, and with a heart 
touched with humility from a juſt ſenſe 
of his own unworthineſs, is ſaid only to 
have ſmote upon his breaſt, ſaying —— 
 Gop be merciful to me a ſinner, I tell 
you, adds our Saviour, this man went 


j down to his houſe Juſtified rather than 

= the other. 
| j 5 Though the juſtice of this determina- 
| tion ſtrikes every one at firſt ſight, it may | 
| | _ not be amiſs to enter into a more parti- 
cular examination of the evidence and 
| reaſons upon which it might be founded, 
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not only becauſe it may place the equity 
of this deciſion in favour of the pub- 
lican in a ſtronger light, but that the 
ſubject ſeems likely to lead me to a train 
of reflections not unſuitable t to the ſolom- 
nity of the ſeaſon Se 


| The -harifen was one of hr ſect, 5 
. who, in our Saviour's time, what by 
the auſterity of their lives— their pub- 
lick alms-deeds, and greater pretences to 
piety than other men, had gradually 
wrought themſelves into much credit 
and reputation with the people: and 
indeed, as the bulk of theſe are eaſily 
caught with appearances, their character 
ſeems to have been admirably well ſuited 
to ſuch a purpoſe. —If you looked no 
farther than the outward part of it, you 
would think it made up of all goodneſs 
and perfection; an uncommon ſanctity 
” Mx — 
2 Preached in Lens. | 
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of life, guarded by great decorum and 


ſeverity of manners, — ee and fre 
quent charities to the poor, 
acts of religion, much dötereince of 
the law - 
prayer. — e 


many 


much abſtinence 


111 is painful . to ſuſpect the appearance 


of ſo much good — and would have 
[ been ſo here, had not our bleſſed Sa- 


vious left us their real character upon 
record, and drawn up by himſelf in one 


word — that the ſect were like whitened 
ſepulchres, all fair and beautiful without, 


and enriched there with whatever could 


attract the eye of the beholder; but, 


when ſearched within- ſide, were full of 
corruption and of whatever could ſhock 
and diſguſt the ſearcher. So that with : 
all their affectation of picty, and more 


extraordinary ſtrictneſs and regularity | G 


their 
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their outward. deportment, all was irre- 
gular and uncultivated within — and all 
theſe fair pretences, how promiſing ſo- 
i ever, blaſted by the indulgence of the 
worſt of human paſſions, — pride — 
ſpriritual pride, the worſt of all pride — : 
hypocriſy, ſelf-love, covetouſneſs, ex- 
tortion, cruelty and revenge. What 
pity it is that the ſacred name of reli- 
gion ſhould ever have been borrowed, 
and employed in fo bad a work, as in 
covering over ſuch a black catalogue of 
' vices — or that the fair form of virtue 
ſhould have been thus diſgraced and for 
ever drawn into ſuſpicion, from the un 
worthy. uſes of this kind to which the 
artful and abandoned have often put 
her. The phariſee ſeems to have had 
not many ſcruples of this kind, and the 
prayer h he makes uſe of in the temple is 
| 2 true Pi icture of the man's heart, and 


M 5 we 
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ſhews with what a diſpoſition and frame 
of mind he came to worſhip.— in 


| Gon! I thank thee that thou haſt 
formed me of different materials from 
the reſt of my ſpecies, whom thou haſt 
created frail and vain by nature, but by 
choice and diſpoſition W corrupt 
and wicked . Oh 


Me, thou haſt faſhioned in a different 
mould, and haſt infuſed fo large a por- 
tion of thy ſpirit into me, lo! I am 
raiſed above the temptations and deſires | 
to which fleſh and blood are ſubje&.—T 
thank thee that thou haſt made me thus 
not a frail veſſel of clay, like that of 
other men —or even this publican, but 
that I ſtand here a choſen and ſanetified 
5 veſſel unto thee, 74 
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Alter this obvious paraphraſe upon the 
2 wore; which ſpeaks no more than the 

true ſpirit of the phariſee's prayer, — _ 
you would naturally aſk, what reaſon was 
there for all this triumph —— or what 
foundation could he have to inſult in 
this manner over the infirmities of man- 
kind —or even thoſe of the humble 
publican who ſtood before him? 
Why, ſays he, I faſt twice in the week, 
I give tythes of all that I poſſeſs. — 
Truly a "oy indifferent account of 
| himſelf — and if that was all he had 
to offer in his own behalf, Gop knows, 
it was but a weak foundation to ſupport 


ſo much arrogance and ſelf-conceit ; be- 
cauſe the obſervance of both the one 
and the other of theſe ordinances might 
be ſuppoſed well enough to be conſiſtent 
with the moſt profligate of life and 
manners. 


The 
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The conduct and behaviour of the 
publican appears very different — and 
indeed as much the reverſe to this, as 
you could conceive. But before we en- 
ter upon that, as I have ſpoken largely, 
to the character of the phariſee, *twill _ 
be but juſtice to lay a word or two in 
general to his. — The publican was one 
of that order of men employed by the 
Roman emperors in levying the taxes 
and contributions which were from time 


to time exacted from Judea as a con- 
quered nation. Whether from the par- 
ticular fate of that employment, owing 
to the fixed averſion which men have to 
if part with what is their own, or from 
= whatever other cauſes it happened—fo 


fl! it was, that the whole ſet of men were 
1 odious, inſomuch that the name of a 
II | | a | | : | 5 | 3 
Ih publican was a term of reproach and in- 
1 | i, 


1 famy amongſt the Jews. . 
© IM _ Perhaps 
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Perhaps the many inſtances of rigour 


to which their office might direct them 


| heightened ſometimes by a mixture of 
_ cruelty and inſolence of their own—and 
poſſibly always made to appear worſe 


than they were by the loud clamours 
and miſrepreſentations of others. 


this odium. But it was here no doubt, 


as in all other claſſes of men, whoſe 
profeſſions expoſe them to more temp- 


_ tations than that of others — that there 


are numbers who ſtill behave well, and 
who amidſt all the ſnares and opportu- 
— paſs 


nities which lie in their way, - 
through them, not only with an unble- 


miſhed character, but with the inward. 


ee of a "_—_ conſcience. 


The PSI in all likelihood \ was 2 


one of theſe — and che ſentiments of 
candour 


— all 
might have contributed to form and fix 
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candour and humility which the view of 
his condition inſpired, are ſuch as could 


come only from a heart and charatter 
: thus deſcribed. 9 


He goes up into che temple to pay 
His ſacrifice of prayer — in the diſcharge 
of which, he pleads no merit of his own 
E —enters into no compariſon with others, 

—or juſtification. of himſelf with Go, 
but in reverence to that holier part of 
the temple where his preſence was ſup- 
poſed more immediately to be diſplayed 
Ehe keeps afar off — is afraid to lift up 
his eyes towards heaven — but ſmites 
upon his breaſt, and in a ſhort but fervent 
_ &jaculation — ſubmiſſively begs God to 
have mercy upon his fins. O Gov! 
how precious! how amiable ! is true hu- 
mility? what a difference in thy ſight 
does it make to conſiſt betwixt man and 
man! 


1 * M 0 * 75s. ted 


. ture N doch Fe 6 
religious pride is a dreſs which till 
worſe becomes him becauſe, of all 
others, tis that to which he has leaſt 


pretence—the belt of us fall ſeven times = 


a day, and thereby add ſome degree of 
unprofitableneſs to the character of thoſe 
who do all that is commanded them 
was I perfect therefore, ſays Job, I 
| would not know my foul, I would be 
ſilent, I would be 1gnorant of my own 
righteouſneſs, for ſhould I ſay I was per- 
fect, it would prove me to be perverſe. 
From this introduction I will take occa- 
ſion to recommend this virtue of religi- | 
ous humility, which fo naturally falls 

from the ſubject, and which cannot more 
effeftually be enforced, than by an en- 
quiry into the chief cauſes which pro- 
duce the ene vice to it — that of 
1 | | ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual pride — for in this malady of a 
the mind of man — the caſe is parallel 
with moſt others of his body, the dams 
gers of which can never rightly be ap? 
pfrehended; or can remedies be applied 
either with judgment or ſucceſs, till they 


are traced back to their firſt principles, 


and the ſeeds of the diſorder are Id 


open and conſidered. 


And firſt, I 8 one of the moſt 


general cauſes of ſpiritual pride, is that 
wich ſeems to have miſled the pha- 


riſee a miſtaken notion of the true 
principles of his religion. He thought, 
no doubt, that the whole of it was 
comprehended in the two articles of 
paying tythes and frequent faſting, and 


chat when be had diſcharged his com 
ſcience of them — he had done all that 
Was required at his n and might 
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had not made him like others, — It is 


of this error, the phariſee might think 


ligious and upright man. — For how- 


_ ever he might be brought to act a double 


and inſincere part in the eyes of men 


upon worldly views — It is not to be 


ſuppoſed — that when he ſtood by him- 
ſelf, apart in the temple, and no wit- 
neſſes of what paſſed between him and 
his Gop —— that he ſhould knowingly 


and wilfully have dared to act ſo open 


and barefaced a ſcene of mockery in the 
face of Heaven. This is ſcarce proba- 
ble — and therefore it muſt have been 
owing to ſome deluſion in his education, 
which had early implanted in his mind 
falſe and wretched notions of the eſſen- 


tials of religion — which as he grew up 


with reaſon go, and thank Gop that he 


not to be queſtioned, but through force 


8 | himſelf to be, what he pretended, a re- 
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had proved the ſeeds of infinite e error both 
in de ren and cu e 


Wi the reſt of kis ſe&, he had oth 
fo principled and inſtructed as to obſerve 
a ſcrupulous nicety and moſt religious 
exactneſs in the leſſer matters of his re- 
ligion its frequent waſhings — its faſt- 
ings and other external rites, of no merit 
in themſelves — but to ſtand exempted, 
from the more troubleſome exactneſs in 

the weightier matters of the law, which 
| were of eternal and unchangeable obli- 
gation. So that, they were in truth 
blind guides — who thus will train at 
a gnat and yet ſwallow a camel; and, as 
our Savroux reproves them from a fa- 
miliar inſtance of domeſtic inconſiſtency _ 
— would make clean the outſide of the , 
cup and platter —yet ſuffer the infide— 
* molt n part, to be full of cor- 
en e ruption 
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ruption and exceſs. From this know- 


ledge of the character and principles of 


the phariſce, tis eaſy to account for his 
ſentiments and behaviour in the temple, 
which were juſt ſuch as they would have 
led one to have expected. 


Thus it has always happened, by a fas . 
tality common to all ſuch abuſes of reli- 
Zion, as make it to conſiſt in external 
rites and ceremonies more than inward 
purity and integrity of heart. As theſe 
outward things are eaſily put in practice 
and capable of being attained to, 


without much capacity, or much oppo- 
| fition to fleſh and blood —it too naturally 
betrays the profeſſors of it, into a ground- 


leſs perſuaſion of their own godlineſs, and 
a deſpicable one of that of others, in 
their religious capacities, and the relations 


in which they ſtand towards Gop: which 
is the very definition of ſpiritual pride. 
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and finery, looks more like a theatrical 
. performance, than that humble and ſo- 
lemn appeal which duſt and aſhes are 
offering up to the throne of Go; 
when religion, I ſay, is FW ee = 
| bore down by ſuch a weight of ceremo- 
nies — it is much eaſier to put in pre- 
tenſions to holineſs upon ſuch a mecha- 
nical ſyſtem as is left of it, than. where 


SERMON vl. 
- When che true heat and ſpirit of * 


votion is thus loſt and extinguiſhed, na | 
der a cloud of oftentatious ceremonies 
and geſtures, as is remarkable in the Ro- 
man church — where the celebration f 
high maſs, when ſet off to the beſt ad- 


vantage with all its ſcenical decorations 


the character is only to be got and main- 


tained by a painful conflict and perpe- 
tual war againſt the paſſions, *Tis eaſier, | 
for inſtance, for a zealous: papiſt to . | 
himſelf and tell his vega, than. far an 


Tf 3 Gi m7 K | hum- 
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bone, proteſtant to ſubdue thelbfts of 
anger intemperance, cruelty and re- 
vehge, to appear before his Maker with | 
that preparation of mind which becornes 
him. The operation of being ſprinkled 
with holy water, is not fo difficult in it- 

ſelf, as that of being chaſte and ſpotleſs 
within — conſcious of no dirty thouglit 
or difhoneſt action. Tis a much ſhotter 


way to kneel down at a confeſſional and _ 


feceive abſolution — than to live ſo as 
to deſerve it—not at the hands of men 
E but at the hands of GOD — E ſees 
the hearr, and cannot be impoſed on. — 


The atchievement of keeping Lent, or | 5 


abſtaining from fleſh on certain days, is 

not ſo hard, as that of abſtaining from 
the works of it at all times — eſpecially, 
as the point is generally managed as 
mongſt the richer fort with ſuch art and 
N at their tables and with ſuch 
t N 2 indulgence 


indulgence to a poor mortified appetite 
that an entertainment upon a faſt is 
much more likely to ann. a * 
: than a fit of forrow. ee ebend 


One might run the parallel much 
farther, but this may be ſufficient to 


ſhew how dangerous and deluſive theſe 


miſtakes are, — how apt to miſlead 
and overſet weak minds, which are ever 
apt to be caught by the pomp of ſuch 
external parts of religion. This is ſo evi- 
dent that even in our own church, where 
there is the greateſt chaſtity in things of 
this nature — and of which none are re- 
tained in our worſhip, but what, I be- 
lie ve, tend to excite and aſſiſt it—yet' ſo 
ſtrong a propenſity is there in our nature 
to ſenſe — and fo unequal a match is the 

underſtanding of the bulk of mankind, 
for the impreſſions of outward things— 
| Fi chat 
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wy that, we ſee thouſands who every, day. 
miſtake, the ſhadow for the ſubſtance, 
and, was it fairly put to the trial, would 
exchange the | reality for the appearance. 


You; ſee this was ae n 


the caſe of the Jewiſh church — where, 
for want of proper guard and diſtinction 
betwixt the means of religion and religi- 
on itſelf, the ceremonial part in time eat 
away the moral part, and left nothing 
but a ſhadow behind. Tis to be feared 
the buffooneries of the Romiſh church 
bid fair to do it the ſame ill office, to 
the diſgrace and utter ruin of chriſtianity 
| wherever popery is eſtabliſhed. What 
then remains, but that we rectify theſe. 
groſs and pernicious notions of religion, 
and place it upon its true bottom, which 
we can only do, by bringing back reli- 


gion to that cool point of reaſon. which 
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firſt ſhewed us its obligation—by always 


remembering that Gop is a ſpirit —and 
- muſt be worſhipped ſuitable to his na- 
ture, i. e. in ſpirit and in truth —and 


that the moſt acceptable ſacrifice we can 


offer him is a virtuous and an upright 
mind — and however neceſſary it is, not 


to leave the ceremonial and poſitive parts 
of religion undone — yet not like the 
phariſee to reſt there — and omit the 


weightier matters, but keep this in view 
perpetually, that though the inſtrumen- 
tal duties of religion are duties of un- 
_ queſtionable obligation to us — yet they 


„ 


conducive to the great end of all religion 
— which is to purify our hearts — and 
conquer our paſſions — and, in a word, 


to make us wiſer and better men better 
neighbours better citizens—and better 
ſervants to GOD. To whom, Sc. 
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Vindication of Human Nature. 
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RoMANS XIV. 7. 
For none of us liveth 10 vine. 


HERE is not a ſentence 1 
ſcripture, which ſtrikes a narrow 
foul with greater aſtoniſhment ;—— and 
one might as eaſily engage dds up 
the darkeſt problem in geometry to an 
ignorant mind, as make a ſordid one 
comprehend the truth and reaſonableneſs 
of this plain propoſition—No man liveth 
to himſelf ! Why? — Does any man hve 
to any thing elle? — In the whole com- 
paſs of human life can a prudent man 
| ſteer to a ſafer point ?—Not live to. him- 
ſelf 110 whom then? — Can any in- 
5 8 teereſts 
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182 SE R MON VII. 
tereſts or concerns which are wiegen to 4 


man's ſelf have ſuch a claim over him 
5 that he muſt ſerve under them, - ſuſpend 


his own purſuits, — ſtep out of his right 


courſe, till others have paſſed by hitn, 
and attained the ſeveral ends and den | 
of living before him? 


| If with a ſelfiſh net, ſuch an enquiter 


ſhould happen to have a ſpeculating head 


too, he will proceed, and aſk you whe 


ther this ſame principle which the apoftht 
here throws out of the life of man, is not 


in fact the grand bias of his nature? 


That however we May flatter ourſelves : 
with fine-ſpun notions of diſintereſtedneſs 

and heroiſm in what we do; that were the 
moſt popular of our actions ftripped 


naked, and the true motives and inten- 


tions of them ſearched to the bottom; 


8 E RM ON MI. 18g 


we ſhould find- little reaſon fer — 
en chat Korg, — | 5 


ME — 1 hs will ll fay, that a man is. 
altogether a bubble to himſelf in this mat- 
ter, and that after all that can be ſaid in 
his behalf, the trueſt definition that can 
bed given of him is this, that he is a ſelfiſh _ 
animal; and that all his actions have ſo _ 
| ſtrong a tincture of that character, as to 
| ſhew (to whomever elſe he was intended 
to live) that in fact he lives only to him- 


Before I reply directly to this accuſa- 
tion, I cannot help obſerving by the way, 
that chere is ſcarce any thing which bas 
done more diſſervice to ſocial virtue, than 
the frequent repreſentations ef human 
nature, under this hideous picture of de- 
formity, which by leaving out all that 
| * 


* . 
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in geherous and friendly i mm the heart of. 
man, has ſunk him below! the level of + 
brute, as if he was a compoſition of all 
that was mean - ſpirited and ſelfiſh... Surely, 
tis one ſtep towards acting well, to think 
worthily of our nature; and, as in com- 
mon life, the way to make a man honeſt, 
is, to ſuppoſe him ſo, and treat him as 
ſuch : — ſo here, to ſet ſome value upon 
ourſelves, enables us to ſupport the cha- 
racter, and even inſpires and adds ſenti- 
ments of generoſity and virtue to thoſg 
which we have already preconceived. The 
Mi | ſcripture tells, That Gop made man in 
' his own image, —not ſurely in the ſenſi- 
8 tive and corporeal part of him, that could 
i | hear no reſemblance with a pure nd ift 


** 


was dene, cage in the moral a. 
and the kind and beneyolent affections of 
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his nature. And tho' the brightneſs of 
thisimage has been ſullied greatly by the 
fall of man in our firſt parents, and the 
characters of it rendered {till leſs legible 


by the many ſuper-induCtions of his'own 


depraved appetites ſince, yet *tis a lau- 
dable pride and a true greatneſs of mind 
to cheriſh a belief, that there is ſo much 


of that glorious image ſtill left upon it, 
as ſhall reſtrain him from baſe and diſ- 


graceful actions; to anſwer which end, 


what thought can be more conducive 
than that of our being made in the like- 


"neſs of the greateſt and beſt of Beings? 


This is a plain conſequence. And the 
conſideration of it ſhould have in ſome 


meaſure been a protection to human na- 
ture, from the rough uſage ſhe has met 


with from the ſatyrical pens of ſo many 
of the French writers, as well as of our 


own country, who with more wit than 
45 e il. 
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186 SERMON VI: 
well-meaning have deſperately fallen foul 


upon the whole ſpecies, as a Tet of erea- - 
tures incapable either of private friend- 


| ſhip or public ſpirit, but juſt as the caſe 
1 fuited their own intereſt and aa, ol 


That FOR 18 ſelliſnneſs and ——_— 


enough in the ſouls of one part of the 
world, to hurt the credit of the other 


part of it, is what I ſhall not diſpute 


againſt ; but to judge of the whole, from 


this bad ſample, and becauſe one man is 


| plotting and artful in his nature or, 4 
ſecond openly makes his pleaſure or his 
profit the whole center of all his deſigns; 


Dor becauſe a third ſtrait-hearted wretch 
fits confined within himſelf, feels no 


_ misfortunes, but thoſe which touch him. 


ſelf; to involve the whole race without 


mercy under ſuch deteſted characters, is 
a concluſion as falſe, as it is pernicious; 


and 


4% 
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and was it in general to gain credityeonld 


ſerye no end, but the rooting out of oοjj 
nature all that is generous, and planting 


in the ſtead of it ſach an averſion to each 
other, as muſt untie the bands of ſociety, 


and rob us of one of the greateſt plea- 


| ſures of it, the mutual commu nications 
of kind offices; and by poiſoning the 


fountain, rendering every thing nen 


that flows through 1 it. 


pl Te e honour of bunt nature, the 


ſeripture teaches us, that God made man 
_ upright,—and though he has ſince found 
out many inventions, which have much 


diſhonoured this noble ſtructure, yet the 


foundation of it ſtands as it was,. the 

whole frame and deſign of it carried on 
upon ſocial virtue and public ſpirit, and 
every member of us ſo evidently ſupported 


138 SERMON VII. 
by this ſtrong cement, that we may ſay 
with the apoſtle, hat no man liveth to 
Bimſelf. In whatſoever light we view him 
we ſhall fee evidently, that there is no 
ſtation or condition of his life,—no office 
or relation, or circumſtancey but there 
_ ariſes from it ſo many ties, ſo many indiſ- 
penſible claims upon him, as muſt perpe- 
tually carry him beyond any ſelfiſh con- 
ſideration, and ſhew plainly, that was a 
man fooliſhly wicked enough to deſign to 


hve to himſelf alone, he would either find 


it impracticable, or he would loſe, at leaſt, 
the very thing which made life itſelf de- 


ſirable. We know that our Creator, like 


an all- wiſe contriver in this, as in all other 
of his works, has implanted in mankind 
ſuch appetites and inclinations as were 


ſuitable for their ſtate; that is, ſuch as 


would naturally lead him to the love of 
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| 1 | ſociety and friendſhip, without which he 


would have been found in a worſe condi- | 
tion than the very beaſts of the field. No 
one therefore who lives in ſociety, can be 


| ] ſaid to live to himſelf, — he lives to his Z 


God, — to his king, and his country,— 

He lives to his family, to his friends, to 
all under his truſt, and in a word he lives 
to the whole race of mankind, whatſoever 


has the character of man, and wears the 


ſame image of Gop that he does, is truly 


his brother, and has a juſt claim to his 
kindneſs. — That this is the caſe in fact 
as well as in theory, may be made plain 


to any one, who has made any obſerva- 


tions upon human life. When we have 
traced it through all its connections — : 
viewed it under the ſeveral obligations 
| which ſucceed each other in a perpetual _ 
rotation through the different ſtages of 2 ; 
haſty pilgrimage, we ſhall find that theſe 
Vol. I. 0 5 do 
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190 SERMON VI. 
do operate fo ſtrongly upon it, and lay 
us juſtly under ſo many reſtraints, that 
we are every hour ſacrificing ſomething, 
to ſociety, in return for the benefits we 


receive from? 3 


4 4 


85 To illuſtrate this, let us take a ſhort 


ſurvey of the life of any one man (not 

| Hable to great exceptions, but ſuch a life 
as is common to moſt); let us examine 
it merely to this point, and try how far it 


will ge ſuch a Or: 


ik we begin with him in that early age 


wherein the ſtrongeſt marks of undiſguiſed 
tenderneſs and diſintere 
'ſhew chemſelve.—I mig t previouſly ob- 
ſerve, with what impreſſions he is come 
out of the hands of Gon, with the very 
bias upon his nature, which prepares him 
for the character, which he was deſigned 


to 


ted compaſſion 


— 
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2 fulfil. — But let us paſs by the years 


which denote childhood, as no lawful 


evidence, you'll ſay, in this diſpute; let us 


follow him to the period, when he is juſt 


dot looſe from tutors and governors, when 
his actions may be argued upon with leſs 
exception. If you obſerve, you will find 


that one of the firſt and leading propenſi- 


ties of his nature, is that, which diſcovers 
itſelf in the deſire of ſociety, and the ſpon- 
taneous love towards thoſe of his kind. 
And tho' che natural wants and exigen- 


cies of his condition are, no doubt, one 


; reaſon of this amiable impulſe, - 
ving founded that in him, as a proviſional = 
ſecurity to make him ſocial; — yet ay" 


Dn ha- 


it is a reaſon in nature tis a reaſon, to 


him yet undiſcovered. Youth is not apt 


to philoſophiſe ſo deeply - but follows; — 
as/it feels itſelf prompted; by the inward 
91 121 TY 5 E 2 1915 . work 
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to itſelf, or previous calculation either ol 
the Joſs or profit which may accrue, 


Agreeably to this, obſerve how warmly, 


how heartily he enters into friendſhips, — 
how diſintereſted, and unſuſpicious in the 


choice of them, how generous and open 


in his profeſſions how ſincere and ho- f 
neſt in making them good! — When his 
friend is in diſtreſs, — what lengths he 


will go, — what hazards he will bring 


upon himſelf hat embarraſſment upon 


his affairs to extricate and ſerve him! If 
man is altogether a ſelfiſh creature, (as 


theſe moraliſers would make him) 'tis 
certain he does not arrive at the full ma- 


turity of it, in this time of his life, No. 


Ihe deſerves any accuſation, * tis in the 
k other extreme, That in his youth he | is 


+, 1 more FOOL than NAV, f- 
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du ſo far from being ſuſpected of living 
| "0 himſelf, that he lives rather to every 
1 body elſe; the unconſciouſneſs of art and 
deſig ign in his own intentions, rendering 
him ſo utterly void of a ſuſpicion of it in 

| 6thers, as to leave him too oft a bubble to 
every one who will take the advantage.— 
But you'll ſay, he ſoon abates of theſe 
tranſports of diſintereſted love; and as he 
grows older, - grows wiſer, and learns to 
live more to himſelf. * 


Let us examine.— 


That a longer knowledge of the 
world, and ſome expetiente' of infince- 

rity, — will teach him à leſſon of more 
caution in the choice of friendſhips, and 
leſs forwardneſs in the undiſtinguiſhed 
ofers of his ſervices, is what J grant. 
D 18 | | O * ; | Bur 
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But if he cools of theſe, does he not 
grow warmer ſtill in connections of a 


different kind! ? Follow him, I pray you, 
into the next ſtage of life, where he has 
: entered | into engagements, and appears as : 
the father of a family, and [you will ſee. 
the paſſion ill remains — the ſtream 
ſomewhat more confined, — but runs the 
+ ſtronger for it. —The ſame benevolence of 
heart altered only in its courſe, and the 


difference, of objects towards which it 
tends. Take a a ſhort view of him in this 


720310 17. * 


Ighy as acting under the many tender 


9935 be 
claims * ich that relation lays upon 


0 


4 
k þ 1 »h * b 


15 8 ; 
we an anxious heart contriving and 


IS. 


x lahouring to preſerve i it from diſtreſs, a- 


1 en chat hour when he thall be taken 


from 


hin 1 5 755 many weary days, and 
Y 1555 teſs nig ” hes—urterly forgerful of him- 
l intent ge y upon his family, and 
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from its protection. Does ſuch a one 
live to himſelf ?—He who files early, late 

takes reſt, and eats the bread of careful 
neſs to ſave others the trouble of doing 
ſo after him. Does ſuch a one live only 
to himſelf? e who are parents, an- 
ſwer this as for him, How oft have 
ye facrificed your health your caſe, — 
your pleaſures, —nay, the very comforts | 
of your lives, for the ſake of your chil | 
dren ?—How many. indulgences have ye 
given up. ?— What ſelf-denials and diff. 
culties have ye chearfully undergone for 
1 tbem? — In their ſicknels, or reports of 


p 15 their miſconduct, how haye y ye gone on 
Hour way forrowing ?. ? What A Ams Allein | 
you, when fancy forcbodes but imagibary 
. misfortunes. hanging over them? — 5 — but 1 


f dx 15 a 
when real ones have overtaken them, and 5 


aiſchiſ befallen them in the way 7 in which - 
ul 4 ED "they 


_ they have gone, how ſharper: than a ſword | 
have ye felt the workings of parental kind- 

_ neſs? In whatever period of human life 
we look for proofs of ſelfiſhneſs, let us 
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not ſeek them in this relation bf a parent, 


whoſe whole life, when truly known, is 


often little elſe but a ſucceſſion of cares, 


Heart-aches, and diſquieting apprehen- 
ſions, enough to ſhew, that he is but an 


inſtrument in the hands of Gop to pro- 


vide for the well-being of others, to ſerve 
their intereſt as well as — own. 


719 1 ( „ % | 
Y :U23 9 7 


.clbpbaghy Gatto of this deal 


upon every other part or ſituation of the 
ame life, you will find it holds good in 
done degree or other. Take a view of it 
out of theſe cloſer connections both of a 
friend and parent. — Conſider him for a 
moment under hat natural alliance, in 


which 
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which even a heathen poet has placed 
him; namely, that of a man; — and as 
| fach, to his honor, as one incapable- of 
ſtanding unconcerned in whatever con- 
cerns his fellow- creatures. — Compaſſion 
has ſo great a ſhare in our nature, and the 
miſeries of this world are ſo conſtant an 
exerciſe of it, as to leave it in no one's 
þ power ( who' deſerves the name of man) 
in this i to live to rc | 
He cannot Ripe his ears W * 
cries of the unfortunate.— The ſad ſtory | 
of the fatherleſs and him that: has no 
helper muſt be heard. he ſorrotſul 
 fiehing of the priſoners will come befure 
Him; and a thouſand other untold caſes 
of diſtreſs to which the life of man is 
ſubject, find a way to his heart, let 
intereſt guard the paſſage as it wil! 
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J be bas this world's goods, | and ſcetb 
it brother have need, be will not be able 
10 ſhut up bis bowels of compaſſion from 


Let any man of common humanity, 

| look back upon his own life as ſubjected 
to theſe ſtrong claims, and recolle& the 
influence they have had upon him. How 
oft the mere impulſes of generoſity and 


compaſſion have led him out of his way. 


In how many acts of charity and kind- 


neſs, his fellow-feeling for others has 
made him forget himſelf ?!——In neigh- 
bourly offices, how oft he has acted 
ugainſt all conſiderations of profit, conve- 
nience, nay ſometimes even of juſtice it- 


ſielf? Let him add to this account, how 


much in the progreſs of his life, has been 
_ up even to the leſſer obligations of 
| EE civility 
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civility and good manners ? — What re- 
ſtraints they have laid him under? How 
large a portion of his time, — how much 
of his inclination and the plan of life he 
ſhould moſt have wiſhed, has from time 
to time been made a ſacrifice to his good 
nature and diſinclination to give Pain or 
to 3 ? 


Whoe ver takes a view of the life of 
man in this glaſs wherein I have ſhewn 


it, will find it ſo beſet and hemmed in 


with obligations of one kind or other, as 
to leave little room to ſuſpect, that man 
can live to himſelf : and' ſo. cloſely has our 
Creator linked us together (as well as all 
| other parts of his works) for the preſerva- 


tion of that harmony in the frame and 


ſyſtem of things which his wiſdom has at 
firſt eſtabliſhed, that we find this bond 
15 e 4 


200 me RM ON VII. 

of mutual dependance, however relaxed, 
IO too ſtrong to be broke; and I believe, + 
| that the moſt ſelfiſh men find It + 
and that they cannot, in fact, live ſo 
much to themſelves, as the narrowneſs 
of their own hearts incline them. If 
theſe refletions are juſt upon the mo- 
ral relations in which we ſtand to each 
other, let us cloſe the examination with 
a ſhort reflection upon the great relation 
in which we ſtand to Gov. ; 


| "The firſt and moſt natural thought on 
5 this ſybject, which at one time or other 

will thruſt, itſelf upon every man's mind, 
nie there is a Gop who made 


w# 4.4 6 


dence 1 owe all the bees, of my 2 


ll i be 


and by whoſe permiſſion it is that 1 exer- 
5 | ciſe 
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ciſe and enjoy them; that I am placed 
in this world as a creature of but a day, 
haſtening to the place from whence I 
ſhall not return—That I am accountable 

for my conduct and behaviour to this 

great and wiſeſt of Beings, before whoſe 
| judgment- ſeat I muſt finally appear, and . 
receive the things done in my body, — | 


whether ad are good, or whether they 
are bad. fo 


Can any one doubt but the moſt in- 


conſiderate of men ſometimes ſit down 


coolly, and make ſome ſuch plain reflec- 
tions as theſe upon their ſtate and con- 
dition? — or, that after they have made 


them, can one imaging, they loſe all 15 
fect? 


of cellaien | in the 1 there is is a 1 bag 


' 33 
. deal of its influence felt, In. its a fairs 


„ bar 


nor 
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nor can one ſo root out the prineiples of 
it, but like nature they will return again, 
and give checks and interruptions to 
guilty purſuits. There are ſeaſons, when 
the thoughts of a juſt Gop overlooking, 

and the terror of an after-reckoning has 


made the moſt determined tremble, and 


ſtop ſhort in the execution of a wicked 
purpoſe; and if we conceive that the 
worſt of men lay ſome reſtraints upon 
themſelves from the weight of this prin- : 
cCiple, what ſhall we think of the good 
and virtuous. part of the world, who 
| live under the perpetual influence of it, 
who ſacrifice their appetites and paſ- | 
ſions from a conſcience of their duty to 
Gop; and conſider him as the object to 
| whom they have dedicated their ſervice, 
and make that the firſt principle, and 
ultimate end I of all their actions? — How 
many 
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many real and unaffected inſtances there 
are in this world, of men thus governed, 


Vwiuoill not ſo much concern us to enquire, 


as to take care that we are of the num- 
ber: which may Gop grant for the ae | 
of HT Chriſt. Ame 85 14 


The END o&f tbe FiRSsT Vol uur. 
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